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Foreword 


by 
DANIEL Jones, M. A., Dr. PHIL., LL. D. 


Professor Emeritus of Phonetics in the University of 
London 


Although there are already a number of books in 
existence designed to help foreign learners in the task 
of acquiring a good pronunciation of English, there is 
still room for a manual of the present type, in which an 
attempt is made to supply, as far as possible, a teacher's 
practical assistance to those who have to work on their 
own. Special attention is given to exercises suitable for 
overcoming common difficulties of pronunciation, with 
clear descriptions of the right way to practise them. 
Emphasis is laid on uttering not only isolated words, 
but especially whole phrases and sentences with fluency 


and correct rhythm. 


Mr. Pring who is a skilled phonetician, is well 

ualified to write such a book, as he has been teaching 

English on phonetic lines for nearly twenty years. I can 
strongly recommend his present work. 


London, 3oth April, 1958 DANIEL Jones 
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Introduction 


This book has been written to help foreign students of 
English pronunciation. Its purpose is to show how to 
put sounds together in words, and words together in 
sentences. It explains the variations of sound which 
Occur in continuous speech, and which give special 
difficulty to foreign learners. 'The emphasis is mainly 
on groups of words, because fluency in a new language 
is gained by working in whole phrases rather than single 
words. 


It is a well-known difficulty of English that the 


spelling is not always a clear guide to the pronunciation. 
This is not because English spelling is bad. On the 
contrary, it is a presentation of the language which no 
other scheme of description can hope to approach in 
subtlety and comprehensiveness. If English is widely 
known throughout the world, that is made possible by 
the rationalising power of its spelling, which transcends 
the disintegrating effect of so many dialects and accents, 
and stands as a constant beacon of unity amid diversity. 

But in order to represent all forms of pronunciation, 
spelling must be sufficiently detached from each particular 
one. This may cause perplexities for the learner. He 
is, therefore, likely to benefit by the use of phonetic 
transcriptions, which not only remind him of the right 
pronunciation, but also mark variations which are not 
shown by the spelling. Р 

Іп this book, all the exercises are given in ordinary 
spelling and phonetic spelling, side by side. It is not 
meant for beginners, and you are expected to have some 


ix 


COLLOQUIAL ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION 


idea of the sounds of English. But you need not have 
any previous knowledge of phonetics. The basic values 
of the phonetic symbols can quickly be learnt from the 
table at the beginning; and the gramophone records give 
you a model of the sounds whenever you wish to hear 
them. "The phonetic transcription is the same as that 
Which is used in two standard works: An Outline of 
English Phonetics and An English Pronouncing Dictionary 
by Daniel Jones. The pronunciation recommended is a 
type of “standard southern English', which means the 
Speech of an educated person having no marked regional 
Characteristics, It should, of course, be remembered 
that other forms of pronunciation may exist, beside the 
ones mentioned in the book. а 
Although phonetic spelling tells us some things which 
the ordinary spelling does not, yet even so it does not tell 
us all we need to know about pronunciation. It shows 
the order in which sounds occur, but it does not mark 
all the variations that arise when we put them together 
in words. You must realise that a ‘sound’ may TU. 
quality according to its position in a word (for example, 
title has two different t-sounds, and level has two 
different 1-sounds). So, in addition to knowing the 
basic sounds of English, you must also learn how they 
ate modified by their situation. Uu 
the, J Students are too much influenced by writing 
pu they try to speak a foreign language. They 12 185 
ind nen Words, one by one, into speech in a аа 
агата] manner: That is not good enough. 
4 xn IN have understood the word-for-word PIRE 
uou me you must then perform a EMO ась 
newts ES © Words into phrases that follow the n 1 
Mg speech. Then you will not only speak as 
you ought, but you will feel an artist's satisfaction in 
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something well done. Do not imagine this to be im- 
possibly difficult. Three things are necessary: (i) you 
must listen to native speakers of English, or some 
equally good model; (ii) you must understand the 
phonetic structure of the language, and its relation to 
writing; (iii) you must practise intelligently. 

It is easy to waste time in wrong practice. There is 
always a danger of this when the student works alone; 
and so this book tries to give specially clear instructions 
about what to do when you practise. Do not attempt 
to work if you are feeling tired or tense. You should 
only undertake these exercises in a calm, relaxed frame 
of mind. Use a mirror to watch your tongue and lips, 
and learn to make various movements without tightening 
your jaws and throat. Think analytically about the 
articulation of each single sound; and when you find a 
difficult passage, tackle the obstacles one at a time. Do 
not keep on saying a whole phrase or sentence with the 
same mistakes every time; but isolate each crucial 
junction or sequence of sounds in turn, and work on it 
until it is mastered. Repeat the passage as slowly as you 
‘like, but firmly and evenly. First, say the parts separately, 
then put them together. In doing this you will work 
much as you would in practising music. Ignore con- 
ventional divisions into words and bars—that is, do not 
stop at the end of a word just because it zs the end. If 
the noises run on, you must run on with them. Neyer 
be in a hurry, but let your utterance be controlled and 
deliberate. Increasing speed to normal should be the 
last stage of the exercise." 

Finally, remember that no one else can change your 
pronunciation for you. Others may advise you what to 
do: you alone can carry it out. 
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Gramophone Records 


A set of two double-sided seven-inch gramophone 
records has been made of certain passages from this 
book. "They are spoken by the author as a model of the 
pronunciation described. 


<< 


The signs > and « are placed in the text to mark the 
beginning and end, respectively, of each recorded ex- 
tract. The passages are as follows. 


SIDE I 


The Sounds of English (pages 1-2) 
Vowel Practice (pages 4, 8-9, 10) 


SIDE 2 
Exercises in Weak Forms (pages 40, 41-43, 45, 46, 49) 


SIDE 3 
Grouping of Words (pages 58-59, 61, 62, 63-64) 


Ë SIDE 4 

Analysis of 4 Passage, Sentence by Sentence (pages 64-67) 
10 5 Set of records, speed 334 r. p. m., is published by 
9ngmans and obtainable through any bookseller. 
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The Sounds of English 


| > Vowels Diphthongs 
symbol keyword symbol keyword 
т. і: deed di:d 13. ei aid eid 
2: 1 give giv 14. OU goes gouz 
3. e bed bed 15. ai five faiv 
4. e black blæk 16. au loud laud 
s. a: laugh 1а: 17.9! 7016 Vois 
6. > odd »d 18. ia dear dia 
7. 22 bought bort 19. 5ع‎ dare dea 
| 8. u good gud 20. e door doa 
9. u: lose lu:z 21. ua tour tus 
то. ^ love lav 
11. ә: bird bə:d 
! 12. o china 'tfainə 
Semivowels 
j yes jes 


w wet wet 


! I 


COLLOQUIAL ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION 


—— د‎ 3m жа + со 


r 


pass 
bus 
tie 
do 
car 
go 
miss 
now 
sing 
let 
tell 
rest 


Consonants 

pa:s f face feis 
bas v vote vout 
tai 8 thick Qik 
du: ð this ðis 
ka: S see si: 
gou 2 200 , Zu: 
mis D Sxe а 
nau 3 pleasure 'plezə 
sin tf chin tfin 
let dz just dz ast 
tel h heart hart 
rest < 


The consonants are grouped as follows: 


Plosive pbtdkg 
Nasal mnn 
P lateral | 
JE 
424 N r 
Fricative fveósz[sh 
Affricative tf dz 
Voiced consonants: bdgmngirvdz3 3 
Voiceless consonants: ptkfOsfhtf 
J a 
The Sign is an indication of length. Placed 2 
Vowel SYmbol, it shows that that vowel is longer 
one which is Not so marked. 
Stress- 


ately before t 


sed i di- 
accent is shown by the sign placed immedi 


he stressed syllable. 
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Vowels and Diphthongs 


() ie ندع‎ (the ‘short’ vowels) are relatively shorter 
than i: a: 5: и: a: (the ‘long’ vowels). Diphthongs аге 
equal in length to the ‘long’ vowels. No word ends in 
e, 2,2 or A. ә is almost always unstressed. 

(ii) The actual length of a vowel depends on its situa- 
tion in a word or phrase. Unstressed i and ə are usually 
very short when they occur immediately before a stressed 
syllable, ex: begin bi'gin, eleven i'levn, today ta'dei, 
about o'baut, a man e'men, the boy & boi. Apart from 
this, the ‘short’ vowels are not extremely short. It is a 
common mistake to make the vowel too short and the 
final consonant too long in words like: big big, get get, 
that Set, not not, top top, back bæk, yes jes, good gud, 
off əf. Other variations of length are noticed in the long 
vowels and diphthongs, as follows. 


(a) They are shorter when unstressed than when 
stressed: 
ir is shorter in concrete 'konkri:t than in discreet 
dis'kri:t 
э: is shorter in record 'reko:d than in record ri'ko:d 


ou is shorter in yellow 'jelou than in below bi'lou 


(b) They are shorter in stressed syllables immediatel 
followed by unstressed syllables than in those which 410 
not so followed: 


COLLOQUIAL ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION 


q: is shorter in father 'fa:ðə than in far fa: 
u: is shorter in do it 'duzit than in do du: 
ei is shorter in navy 'neivi than in nave neiv 


(c) They are shorter before voiceless consonants than 
before voiced ones: 


9: is shorter in hurt he:t than in heard he:d 
ai is shorter in wife waif than in wine wain 
iə is shorter in pierce piss than in piers piəz 
Avoid making the vowel too long in words like: both 
bou®, teeth ti:0, youth ju:0, most moust, feast first, 
taught t»:t. 
(ii) In three pairs of vowels there is a double dis- 
tinction of quality and length. They are i:—i, 2:— 
and u:—u. Practise the following: 


> week wi:k wick wik 
leave li: v live liv 
sheep [р ship Лр 
green gri:n rin grin 
feel fi:l m fil 
caught bort cot kot 
dawn darn don don 
short fort shot fot 
forks forks fox pks 
Wars Wiz was woz 
food furd good gud 
1 burt foot fut 
Luke lu:k 1885 luk 
wooed wurd wood wud 
fool furl full ful < 

(iv) In 


à diphthong, two 1 sounds are joined 

t 8, vowe 

e to make a single syllable. The jaw, tongue and 
PS Perform a gliding movement from the first element of 
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the diphthong to the second. But when we say a simple 
vowel sound, the jaw, tongue and lips do not move while 
we are uttering it. It is important to observe this 
difference. Be especially careful to see that ei and ou 
are really diphthongal. Say the diphthong several 
times, smoothly, without a break in the chain of sound: 
ei—ei—ei—ei—ei 
ou—ou—ou—ou—ou 
Watch your mouth in a mirror as you do this. You 
ought to see a clear movement of the jaw and lips with 
each repetition of the sound, If you cannot see any such 
movement, you are not making the diphthong properly. 
Now repeat a simple vowel in the same way: 
31—21—21—21—21 
ә:—ә:—ә:—ә:—ә: 
e —e —e ع‎ —e 
This time you ought not to see any movement of the 
jaw and lips. If you can see such a movement, you are 
not making the simple vowel properly. 

(v) In the diphthongs of English the first element is 
more prominent than the second, and we have a feeling 
that the pressure falls towards the end of the glide. In 
ei ai زد‎ do not let the i be too conspicuous. Remember 
that this second element is not a very close vowel. It 
ought to suggest the i of bit rather than the i: of beat. 
When you practise ai and >i it may be helpful to aim at 
something resembling ae and эе. 

In practising ou, remember that the first element is 
very similar to the ә: of bird. Thus the first part of boat 
sounds rather like the first part of bird. Aim at saying ou 
and do not let it sound too much like эц, Au or eu. 
You may practise the diphthong in two parts 9910 
gradually run them together: 2 
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boat bə:—ut bəut 
go gə:—u gəu 
home he:—um həum 


(vi) In making is ғә 5» ua be sure that the second 
element is sufficiently open. It is, in fact, rather like 
the A of love, and in practice you might aim at ÍA £A 2A UA. 
Be sure also that the first element £ of ғә is more open 
than the e of get. It is, in fact, rather like the æ of bad. 

(vii) Some people do not use the diphthong эә, but 
replace it with the simple vowelo:. These people do not 
distinguish between saw and sore, or between paw and 
pour, or between sawed and sword. Some other people, 


however, do distinguish between these words, as 
follows: 


saw s2: sore, soar 5 
paw po: pore, pour poe 
sawed зэ: sword, soared s>əd 
laud о: lord bəd 


When зә is used, it is most noticeable at the end of words 
terminating in -v and ce, or in stressed syllables when a 
Voiced consonant follows. If a voiceless consonant 
follows, the simple vowel 9: is often used: 


fought, fort bit 
Sauce, source 5 
stalk, stork — sto:k 
(viii) Avoid using the following sound sequences: 
ai 
au 
u: 
iz 


In each case it is usual to insert before the r, so that the 
Sequence becomes: 


+ r + vowel 
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Examples 
Irish 
tiring 
inquiry 
irony 
Cairo 
Byron 
floury 
devouring 
scourer 
our own 
during 
curious 
purity 
jury 
Europe 
tourist 
period 
hero 
mysterious 
serious 
cheery 
engineering 


aie 

= + r + vowel 

iə 
'aierif not airiſ 
'taierin not 'tairin 
ip'kwaieri not  in'kwairi 
'aiereni mot  'aironi 
!'kaierou not  'kairou 
'baiaran not bairen 
'flauəri not  'flauri 
di'vauarin not  di'vaurin 
'skauara not 'skaura 
auer'oun not  aur'oun 
!djuərin пої 'djuzrin 
'kjuəriəs not 'kju:riəs 
!pjueriti not —'pju:riti 
'4зиәг! not  'dzu:ri 
'juərəp not 'ju:rəp 
'tuərist not 'tu:rist 
'piəriəd not 'pi:riəd 
'hiərou not  'hi:rou 
mis'tiorias not  mis'ti:rios 
'siarias not  'si:rios 
'tfiəri not "ігі 
endzi'nierip not  endsi'nirrin 


]t is a very common mistake to use the pronunciation 
shown in the last column. You should be on the watch 
for this in words spelt with ir-, yr-, our-, ur-, ey... eg... 

(ix) Take special care to distinguish between the 


following groups of vowels: 
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there is no sound of friction. (These are mistakes made 
by Pakistanis, Indians, Japanese and Germans.) Take 
special care when f or v occurs near w, ex: swift swift, 
wife waif, wave weiv, wishful 'wifful, woven 'wouven, 
quiver 'kwive, wonderful 'wandaful, very well Veri ‘wel, 
what for? ‘wot ‘foe? five square feet 'faiv 'skwea 'fi:t, a 
useful word e'ju:sfl Werd. 


0 AND 6 


In 8 and ð the lips are not used, but the tongue-tip is 
raised so that it lightly touches the upper teeth. There 
is a clear sound of friction. If you find this difficult, 
hold the tongue-tip lightly between your teeth, and blow. 
Pull down the lower lip with your fingers when you 
Practise, so as to make sure that you are using the 
tongue only. Do not round the lips. 

Here are some notes on the pronunciation of th. 


At the beginning of a word: 


(i) t in Thomas 'toməs, Thames temz, thyme taim. 
(ii) 6 in the, they, this, that, than, then, thence, there, 
though, thus, thither and derivatives. 


(ii) 0 in other words, ex: think Bink, through Oru:, 
thirst 8a:st. 


In the middle of a word: 


(i) 9 in words of Latin and Greek origin, ex: author 
'3:8ə, pathetic pe'Getik, cathedral kə'ði:drəl. 

(ii) ð in words of Germanic origin, ex: father 'fa:ða 
worthy 'wə:ði, leather leds. Exceptions: nothing 
!nsðin, something, etc. 

(iii) ð in the ending -the, ex: breathe bri:à, bathe beið 
and their inflexions. ; 


30 


FRICATIVE CONSONANTS 


At the end of a word: 

(i) ð in with wid, smooth smu:ö, booth bu:d, bequeath 
bi'kwi:ð. 

(ii) 8 in other words, ex: mouth mauð, both bou8, smith 
smið, death deb, truth tru:9, health hel8, tenth tend. 


The ending -ths is pronounced: 

(i) usually ðz after a long vowel or diphthong, ex: 
baths ba:ðz, truths tru:ëz, mouths maudz, wreaths 
riz3z. But Os if the letter r intervenes, ex: births 
bə:8s, fourths 1:65. 

(ii) es elsewhere, ex: breaths breðs, deaths de0s, months 
man@s, depths dep@s, smiths smiðs. 


VARIOUS EXERCISES FOR DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN 
s Jf ts tf 2 3 dz dz 


sewing souig showing ſouig 
sealed si:ld shield Sizld 
sort sort short [о 
parcel !ра:51 partial 'pa:fl 
mass mes mash maf 

she sells ir iselz sea shells 'si: 'felz 
Caesar 8112 seizure 8123 
composer  kem'pouze composure kem'pouze 
shoes Juz choose tfu:z 
washing 'wofin watching 'wotfin 
marshes 'ma:fiz marches maꝛtſiz 
cash kæf catch kætf 
leisure '|езә 1ейрег 'ledza 
mats mats match mætf 
beats bi:ts beach bi:tf 
parts parts parch pa:tj 
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> 

cat 
cap 
bad 
badge 
match 
ban 
ham 


dug 

nut 
shut 
luck 
cuff 
one, won 
done 
gun 
colour 
Worry 
wonder 
monkey 
dull 


Work 
World 
Worth 
Worm 
word 
burn 
turn 
Turk 
curt 


cut cart 
cup carp 
bud bard 


budge barge 
much march 
bun barn 
hum harm 


dog 


not 


shot 


lock 
cough 
want 
don 
gone 
collar 
Sorry 
wander 
donkey 
doll 


walk 

worn, warn 
sworn 
warm 

ward 


born, borne 
Á 


torn 19) 


talk 
Court, caught 


æ 
kæt 
kæp 
bæd 
bædz 
mætf 
bæn 
hæm 


A 
dag 

nat 

fat 

lak 

kaf 
wan 
dan 
gan 
‘kala 
'wari 
Wande 
'manki 
dal 


A 
kat 
kap 
bad 
badz 
matf 
ban 
ham 


a: 
ka:t 
ka:p 
ba:d 
ba: dʒ 
ma:tf 
ba:n 
ha:m 


5 
dog 

not 

fot 

lok 

kof 
wont 
don 

gon 
'kolə 
دوا‎ 
'wonda 
'dənki 
ادل‎ 


Эг 
work 


VOWELS AND DIPHTHONGS 


5: ou 
saw 50, Sew SH sou 
law low р: lou 
Shaw show f: Jou 
paws pose po: pouz 
claws close klo:z klouz 
drawn drone drə:n droun 
gnawing knowing 'nə:in 'nouin 
cause cosy ko:z 'kouzi 
caught coat ko:t kout 
bought boat bort bout 
ought oats о outs 
broad road bro:d roud 
haul hole, whole hal houl 
tall toll tol toul 
ball bowl bor! boul 
bald bold b»:ld bould 
Paul Pole, poll por! poul 
paltry poultry poꝛltri !poultri < 


Notice the various pronunciation of these words: 


bow (knot, weapon or musical instrument): bou 
(other senses): bau 


row (noise, dispute): rau 
(other senses): rou 


sow (to plant seed): sou 
(female pig): sau 
(x) Dark may affect the quality of a preceding vowel 
by causing it to be articulate@further back or ка Ea 
the mouth. But you must not allow the quality of the 
vowel to be changed beyond recognition. Say these 
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words, taking care not to use a clear 1: 

meal mirl, field fir Id, bill bil, milk milk, well wel, 
help help, valve vælv, balcony 'bælkəni, Charles tfa:lz, 
involve in'volv, pull pul, pool pu:l, bulb balb, culture 
'kaltfə, tale teil, failed feild, railway 'reilwei, trial 
‘traial, while wail, mild maild, foul faul, growled grauld, 
towel 'tauəl, oil dil, boiled bild, spoilt spoilt, royal 
‘roial. 


Take special care to distinguish a: э: ou before dark 1, as 
they are more likely to be confused in this position: 
> 


e:l »il oul 


pearl pall pole per! por! poul 

girl gall goal ger! اندع‎ goul 

Curl call coal karl ko:l koul 

furl fall fog] fail foil foul 

Searle Saul soul, sole sail 5211 soul 

World walled wold we:ild — wo:ld would 
— malt moult Rt mo:lt moult < 


(xi) When a vowel is followed by two consonant 
unds, of which the first is a nasal, you must not allow 
the vowel to become nasalised. English does not use 
nasalised vowels. In such words as answer and only we 
ints hear a full, clear vowel followed by a full, clear n, 
us: 
'ainsə not 'à:so 
'ounli not 'oüli 
ME Students find this difficult, and they should 
5 ыр follows. Say the word in three separate 


Parts, firm] А 75 5 h part for one 
full e and slowly, holding on to each p 

0: n 59 

ou—— n li 
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Pause between each part; and while you say the first 
part, dismiss from your mind all idea of what is to 
follow. If you are thinking in advance about the n, this 
will cause you to nasalise the vowel, which is the mistake 
you must learn to avoid. After this, put the parts 
together, but still exaggerating their length and taking 
great care not to change the quality of the first vowel. 
"Then say the word at normal speed, still taking the same 
care. 


If such a vowel is preceded by w, it is still more 
important to take care: 


won't wou nt 
Want wo n t 
once WA n s 


Even when the nasal is not followed by another 
consonant, there is still a danger of too much nasalisation 
of the vowel. Say these words carefully with the above 
remarks in mind: 


meaning 'mi:nig, hint hint, finger ‘finga, meant ment, 
sense sens, Henry 'henri, pencil 'pensl, enrol in'roul, 
angry 'ængri, anthem 'ænðəm, dance da:ns, aunt a:nt, 
can’t ka:nt, fond fond, responsible ri'sponsibl, con- 
fidence 'konfidens, dawn d»:n, laundry ‘lo:ndri, moon 
mu:n, spoon spu:n, wounded 'wu:ndid, one wan, uncle 
'ankl, month mans, unless en'les, unlike An'laik 
hungry "пегі, change tſeindz, exchange iks'tfeinds, 
danger deindze, ancient ‘einjant, campaign kem'pein, 
moment 'moument, comb koum, own oun, home паге 
don't dount, mind maind, time taim, final 'fain| DH 
nain, county 'kaunti, round raund, ounce auns, 69 107 
'kaunsl, ointment dintment, coin koin. 
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(xii) When u: is written as U, ue, Ui, eau, eu or ew, 
j is generally inserted before it, except after r, f, tf, dz, 
ог a consonant + |. Ex: unit ju: nit, eugenics ju:'dzeniks, 
human 'hju:mən, value 'væljur, nuisance 'nju:sens, beauty 
'bju:ti, neutral ‘njuztral, rule ru:l, true tru:, parachute 
pæreſurt, juice dzu:s, blew blur. 

When u: follows s, initial 1, or | preceded by an un- 
Stressed vowel, the j is sometimes omitted. Ex: suitable 
‘sju:tabl or 'su:tabl, superior sju:'piorio or ѕи:'ріәгіә, Lewis 
juris or Auris, z/lusion i'ljuzzn or i'lu:zn. 
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Semivowels 


The semivowels j and w are brief, gliding sounds. The 
tongue starts from the position of i: and u: respectively, 
and moves rapidly away to the following sound. Thus, 
they resemble vowels in their quality, but are more ÍH 
consonants in their shortness. The lips are spread for j, 
and closely rounded for w. Care should be taken not to 
form w with flattened or spread lips: they must be 
pushed forward and at the same time energetically 
rounded. Greek speakers often replace w by a velar 
fricative consonant (as in the Greek ghonia). Their fault 
is to raise the back of the tongue too high and not to 
round the lips closely enough. If necessary, practise the 
words why, what with the vowel u:, and then shorten 
this sound by stages until the semivowel glide is reached: 


Ist stage u: — ai u: — ot 
and stage шаі шов 
3rd stage üai ot 
4th stage wai wot 


Words for practice: yield ji:ld, yes jes, yard ja:d 
union 'ju:njən, fume tju:n, beauty bjurti, view Уш 
failure feilje, human ‘hju:men, Matthew 'magjur, 
lawyer 'b:je, wheel wil, William 'wiljom, west wa 
one wan, wood wud, wound wu:nd, equal 'i:kwəl 829701 
swan, queen kwi:n, language ‘lengwid3. k 
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Plosive Consonants 


There are three sets of plosive consonants in English: 

»dt, g k. 

b and p are made with the lips pressed together. 

d and t are made with the tip of the tongue pressed 
against the ridge of the gum just behind the upper 
teeth. 


8 and k are made with the back of the tongue pressed 
against the soft palate, 

When p t k occur before a stressed vowel, a slight puff 
of breath (called aspiration) is heard immediately after 
the release of the consonant. Thus, pen tea cat sound 
like phen thi: khæt. But this h is only a weak sound— 
Dot as strong, for example, as the puff of breath which 
may occur in a similar position in the Indian languages, 
Or in German, Before unstressed vowels the aspiration 
is weaker still; and in Syllables beginning with s it 
usually does not occur at all. Thus, spend steam scan are 
mot sphend sthi:m skheen, but spend sti:m skeen. T 
are voiced sounds corresponding to p t ў: 
at English є d аге made by pressing the 3 | 
©, not right against the upper teeth, but P e 
ck. "his is important because many e 
make t and d with the more forward (dental) position, 
Which does not sound quite right in English. On the 
other hand, you must avoid curling back the tongue tip 


g 
Notice th 
the tongu, 
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and making a retroflex sound. This is a common 
mistake of Pakistanis and Indians, who are accustomed 
to using retroflex t d in English loan-words like ticket, 
motor, doctor, radio. Many Indian languages possess 
both dental t d and retroflex t d as distinctive sounds. 
English t d lie between these. It may be noted, however, 
that the articulation of these sounds can be affected by 
an adjoining sound; so that we may use a forward t in 
eighth eit@ (because of 8), and a backward t in tree tri: 
(because of r). Avoid using a very forward (palatal) k g 
before front vowels (a French and Greek mistake) or in 
final position (a French and Scandinavian mistake). 
Pronounce kept, get, back, dog as kept get bæk dog, not 
kjept gjet bækj dogj. 

Incomplete plosion. When two plosives occur together 
in the same word or two adjoining words, there is no 
audible release (or plosion) of the first sound. In soup 
plate 'su;p pleit the lips are not parted at all between 
the first and second p. In sit down 'sit 'daun the tongue- 
tip is not removed from the teeth ridge between t and d. 
In background bækgraund the back of the tongue is not 
removed from the soft palate between k and g. Practise 
these: lamp post Четр poust, not true "пос 'tru:, book- 
keeping 'bukki:pip, bad dream ‘bed 'dri:m, big game 
ibig 'geim, hip-bone 'hipboun, dog-collar 'dogkola. 

A similar effect is produced when the two adjacent 
plosives have different points of articulation. Thus, in 
goodbye 'gud'bei the lips are placed in closed position for 
b while the tongue-tip is still held in the position of d. 
In what kind? 'wot 'kaind the tongue is adjusted from 
the position of t to that of k by a rolling movement 
without breaking contact with the roof of the IM 
In big town 'big 'taun a similar adjustment takes place 
in the reverse direction from g to t. In all the examples 
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quoted, the pressure of air within the mouth is released 
Only after the second ofthe two plosives, No intervening 
noise of h or ə Should be heard between the two, although 
this fault is very common. Now practise these: captain 
'keptin, keep down 'ki:p daun, obtain ab'tein, abdicate 
‘ebdikeit, football Чи оп, outcome 'autkam, that girl 
‘Set 'gə:l, picked pikt, backbone 'bekboun, begged begd, 
flagpole flægpoul. 
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Nasal Consonants 


There are three nasal consonants in English: m n n, as 
in sum sam, SUN SAN, Sung SAI. 

m has the same lip position as b and p. 

n has the same tongue position as d and t. 

n has the same tongue position as g and k. 

But for nasals the soft palate remains lowered to allow 
the breath to pass out through the nose, whereas for 
plosives the soft palate is raised and the nose passage is 
closed. 

If you find n difficult to make, practise like this. 
Open your mouth, feel your tongue in position for g, 
and say the word go. Then return to the g position, and 
instead of proceeding from g to ou, simply relax the 
soft palate to allow your breath to escape through the 
nose, without moving your tongue, but keeping up the 
voice. In doing this you will have uttered gp. Now go 
on to practise r alone, making sure that it has the same 
tongue position as g in go. It is a common mistake to use 
a palatal nasal (that is, the sound of gz in French and 
Italian or in Spanish), especially in the ending -ing. 
Avoid this by pressing the tongue tip against your lower 
teeth and opening your mouth wide. (Remember that 
final gn is n as in sign sain, and medial -gn- is gn as in 
signal 'signal.) Another common mistake is to use n 


instead of g. 
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n represents the letters zg at the end of a word, and in 
inflected forms of verbs and nouns: young jon, song son, 
Songs sonz, sing sin, singer sige, singing sigig, banged 
bend. n may also be followed by certain other suffixes, 
as in kingdom 'kindəm, Birmingham ‘ba:minam, Langley 
еі. Otherwise n is only found in combination with 
g or k, as in younger ‘jange, longest ‘longist, finger 
figgs, angle ‘engl, drink drink, uncle 'Apkl, anchor 
‘enke, conquer 'kopke. The ending -nge is pronounced 
nds, which is preserved in derivatives of such words: 
Strange streind3, strangest 'streindzist, sponge spAnds, 
Ponger spyndzs. 

In words beginning with one of the prefixes in-, en-, 


un-, con, you may use either n or n if the next sound is 
k or g. 


include in'klu:d or ip'klu:d 
inquire in'kwaia or in'kwaia 
engrave in'greiv or in'greiy 
unkind 'An'kaind or 'An'kaind 
uncooked © 'An'kukt Or 'Ap'kukt 
concussion — kən'kafn or kən'kafn 


congratulate ken'gretfuleit or kən'grætfuleit 


When con- is stressed, use n before k or g, as in congress 
‘kongres, concord 'kankord, concrete 'konkri:t, incongruous 
in'kongruas or in'kongruas. 
t Nasal plosion. When b or p is followed by m, the two 
R must not come apart between the plosive and the m. 
di are held together throughout both sounds, just as 
th Y are When two labial plosives come together. In 
€ Same way, if d or t is followed by n, the tongue tip 
th. not lose contact with the roof of the mouth before 
the [hie Sounded. Practise these: submit səb'mit, 
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crabmeat 'krebmi:t, help me help mi, top marks 'top 
marks, didnt didnt, good news 'gud 'nju:z, written 'ritn, 
not now not nau. In all these examples the pressure of 
air in the mouth is released through the nose by lowering 
the soft palate. Apart from this lowering there is no 
other movement in the mouth. It is a good exercise 
to practise bm and pm without moving the lips, and dn 
and tn without moving the tip of the tongue. 

This nasal release of a plosive is also made in any other 
group of plosive followed by nasal, and no intervening 
noise of h or » should be heard between the two. 
Practise these: halfpenny 'heipni, abnormal zb'no:mal, 
that man ‘Set ‘таеп, admit ad'mit, darkness 'da:knis, 
signal ‘signal, blackmail 'blekmeil, dogma ‘dogma. 

Note: in words where un- or -ness adjoins another 
nasal, the double nasal sound is preserved: unnatural 
‘an'natfral, unknown 'An'noun, plainness 'pleinnis. 


Sie ` 
ept. of Extension t 
z | 
o ` SERVICE. at 
k Gud XV 
CALCUTTA 2 
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Lateral Consonants 


There are two distinct kinds of | in English: clear 1 
(similiar to the 1 of French and Italian), and dark 1 
(similar to the Russian hard 1). The clear sound is used 
before vowels and j, as in let let, last la:st, look luk, 
value 'vælju:. The dark sound is used before con- 
sonants and w, and finally: build bild, always '»:lweiz, 
tell tel. 

Those who find the distinction difficult to master 
should practise like this. Every | is màde by pressing 
the tip of the tongue against the teeth ridge, just behind 
the upper teeth, Keeping your tongue tip firmly in this 
position, try to say the vowel ii. This will produce a 
clear sound. Then, still keeping your tongue tip in the 
same place, try to say the vowel 51. This will produce 
a dark sound. Bear in mind that clear 1 reflects the 
quality of i: while dark 1 reflects the quality of 2:. Now 
take a good breath, start a firmly sustained э: and as 


you say it, slowly raise the tip of your tongue to touch 
the teeth ridge; 


taking care to keep the quality of :د‎ 
unchanged, and not to let it become like i: What you 
have said is a slow pronunciation of the word all. Repeat 
this, and other words such as full, well, mill, until you 
have firm control of the dark 1. Next, compare all э:| 
with Jaw 10: and feel fi:l with leaf liif. Contrast the 
dark 1 of feel and veal with the clear 1 of German vie] 
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and French ville, or with words in other languages where 
a clear 1 occurs finally. 

English dark 1 is not as “dark? as that of Portuguese. 
Speakers of Portuguese should try to reduce this dark 
effect by making the sound shorter in English, and 
giving it the quality of u in full rather than 9: in all. 
The sounds | and r may be confused by Japanese 
speakers, who should concentrate on the different 
positions of the tongue tip, and practise pairs of words 
like: light lait, right rait; lift lift, rift rift; belly 'beli, berry 
'beri; palace pælis, Paris ‘paris. 

Remember that | at the end of a word changes from 
dark to clear as soon as it is followed by another word, 
or an inflexion, which begins with a vowel or j. Compare 
these: 


dark clear 
well dressed 'wel'drest well informed Wel in'fo:md 
all gone ıl gon all over rl 'ouvə 
will she? Wil fiz? will it? 'wil it? 
will they? Wil Sei? will you? il juz? 
boil boil boiling 'boilin 
fail feil failure 'feiljo 
special 'spefl specially 'spefli 
official a'fifl officially a'fifali 


Other words for practising: (clear 1) lead li:d, laugh 
la:f, love lav, alive 9'laiv, plan plen, clock klok, blue 
blu:, yellow tjelou, brilliant 'briljənt, million 'miljan. 
(Dark 1) sell sel, tail teil, school skutl, Charles tfa:lz, 


world wə:ld, miles mailz, apple 'æpl, bicycle tbaisikl, 
puzzle 'pazl, whistle 'wisl, usual 10:31. 
Lateral plosion. When d or t is followed by |, the UD: 


not completely lose contact with the 


the tongue must d 
before the | is sounded. In Proceeding 


roof of the mouth 
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from d or t to | the breath is released from the mouth 
laterally, that is to say at the sides of the tongue (whose 
tip remains pressed against the upper teeth-ridge). No 
intervening vowel should be heard between the plosive 
and the lateral. This applies equally to clear and dark 1. 
Practise these: badly bædli, endless 'endlis, atlas tles, 
butler 'batle, good luck 'gud 'lak, at last ət'la:st, middle 
‘midl, idle 'aidl, bottled 'botld, settles 'setlz. 

Sometimes a group of several consonants is found in 
which lateral plosion, nasal plosion or incomplete 
plosion occur in sequence. For example: 


a long-handled knife ə'ləyhændld 'naif 
a dismantled tower ədis'mæntld 'tauo 


Notice that the tip of the tongue remains pressed 
against the teeth-ridge throughout five consonants: 
ndldn in the first phrase, and ntldt in the second phrase: 


Note on length. Final lateral and nasal consonants in 
final stressed syllables are rather long, especially after 2 
short vowel, as in him one song well. (Other consonants 
should be kept short in this position. See p. 3-) 
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R Sounds 


The typical English r is made neither by vibrating the 
tongue-tip, nor at the back of the mouth with the uvula 
(as in French and German). It is a smooth gliding 
sound like j and w, and in standard southern English 
it is always followed by a vowel. The tip of the tongue 
is slightly curled up towards the palate, without actually 
touching it, and is then brought smartly down with the 
onset of the vowel. When the tongue is raised, the 
central part is slightly hollow, and the side edges of it 
may touch the back teeth. The raising can be slow and 
deliberate, but the downward stroke is swift. 

You can do this better if you practise before a mirror. 
Open your mouth fairly wide (as for the vowel ar), 
and do not move your lips. Then raise the tongue 
slowly as described, pause, and strike sharply downward. 
Imagine that the underneath part of your tongue-tip 
is the head of a hammer, with which you are tapping a 
nail at the bottom of your mouth, behind the lower 
teeth. Do this several times, taking care not to move 
your jaw and lips, but simply watching and feeling the 
independent movement of the tongue, until you have 
it well under control. Above all, do not let the tongue 
vibrate against the roof of the mouth when you raise it. 
Now (still using the mirror) say slowly: 


q:—ra:—ra:—ra: 
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Follow this with ə:—rə: and ai—Trai and so on, using all 
the other vowels and diphthongs in turn. 

When r occurs initially, or between vowels, it has no 
sound of friction. But when it follows a plosive con- 
sonant there may be noticeable friction. r after t is very 
similar to f, and r after d is very similar to 3. Notice the 
resemblance between these pairs of words: 


cheese tfi:z trees fri: 
chew tſu: true tru: 
chain tfein train trein 
jug dz^g drug drag 
jest dzest dressed drest 
Jane dzein drain drein 


It is advisable for the learner to approach r as a new kind 
of sound, dissociated from the letter 7, and from his 
idea of r-sounds in general. Doing this may help him to 
avoid substituting his own native r. "This sound will 
probably be either a uvular r (made with the back of the 
tongue) or a vibration of the tongue-tip against the 
upper teeth-ridge. The uvular r seems very much out 
of place in English, and should be avoided. On the 
other hand, the second kind or r (tongue-tip vibration) 
may be used by those who cannot produce any other. 
` is indeed normal in some kinds of English pro- 
yn: ation. (for example, in Scotland), but is not the 
i Pical r of standard southern English (although, even. 

cre, it is often used between two vowels and after 9, 
ST AST, through Өги:). 

n many kinds of English speech r is pronounced in all 
Positions, wherever there is an r in the spelling. This is 
507 for Example, in the west of England, as well as in 
Scottish, Trish and American speech. But do not forget 


that, in southern English, r is pronounced only if a vowel 
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immediately follows, irrespective of the letter r in the 
spelling. Thus 7 and re finally, or r before a consonant, 
are silent: 
far fa: there dea 
card ka:d forty Б: 


But r will be pronounced at the end of a word in order 
to link it to a following word which begins with a vowel: 


far away farc Wei 
there it is Seer it ‘iz 
father and mother !fa:ðar әп 'mada 
Tower of London 'tauer ev 'lAnden 


Those who aim at making the southern English r 
correctly must take care not to substitute lip-movement 
for tongue-movement. Keep the lips still, and do not 
protrude them. Swedish and Norwegian students 
should avoid making retroflex consonants in words 
containing the letters 77, та, rs, rn, rl. Ex: heart hart, 
third 9ə:d, person 'pe:sn, turn ten, world we:d. Let 
them dismiss the letter z from their minds, and see that, 
in t d s n l, the tip of the tongue remains in a forward 
position near the upper teeth. 

Words for practice: dream dri: m, dressed drest, drop 
drop, drove drouv, Andrew ‘endru:, address o'dres 
hindrance 'hindrens, laundry ‘loindri, tree tris, uz 
trem, true tru:, string strin, strand strand, straw stro: 
extra 'ekstre, münistry 'ministri, instruct i n 
Australia >s'treiliə, raft ra:ft, rush raf, reap гігр M 
ruf, marry ‘meri, merry 'meri, Mary 'meəri, area 
'eorio, fury 'fjueri, cross kros, grow grou, bright. brait, 
pray prei, fry frai, shrub rab, three Өгі:, repertory 
!герәсәгі, rhetorical ri'torikl, recreation rekri'eifn, iter- 


ary Чісәгәгі. 
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Fricative Consonants 


The sounds f 0 s and v ð z resemble each other, and must 
be carefully distinguished. It is not particularly difficult 
to say them separately; but they may give great difficulty 
when they occur together in groups, or close to one 
another. And since this happens very often, the correct 
articulation of such groups is one of the chief difficulties 
for foreign students of English. 

First, see that you can clearly distinguish the sounds 
from each other, testing yourself with the following: 


fin fin fought port 
thin ` Bin thought bort 
Sin sin sought s5:t 
leaf lif clove klouv 
Leith li:8 clothe — klouà 
lease  li:s close klouz 


Next, do an exercise for putting the sounds together: 


s—0—s—0— sð 
It is most im 
tions: (i) 
breath so 
one secon 
one soun 


portant to observe the following instruc- 
take a deep breath, (ii) control the outflow of 
that it is firm and even, (iii) give each sound 
Ps duration, (iv) make a clean transition from 
Á to the next, without any blurring. At first you 
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had better make a slight break between the sounds. 
When you feel sufficiently in control of your tongue, then 
join them together; and this is the crucial point, for all 
depends on small but nimble adjustments of the tip of 


your tongue. 
Repeat the exercise with voiced sounds: 


z—6—z—ó—z—ó 


This is more difficult because it takes up the breath 
more quickly. Control the outflow still more firmly, 
and take care that the sounds are evenly, not spasmodi- 


cally, voiced. 
Practise other combinations in a similar way: 
f—98 s — 8 f—ó f—s 1 
у—8 z—0 у — 6 У — 2 وان‎ 


These exercises are of the greatest importance, and 
should be carried out with patience and persistence. 
Until you can do them properly, you will not be able 
to pronounce such everyday phrases as these: 


who's that? 'hu: z 'ðæt 

whose is this? 'hu:z iz 'ðis 

is there? 'iz ða 

was there? Iwz ða 

has there? 'hæz ða 

is this it? iz 'ðis it 

what's this? „tes ‘dis 

what's the time? ‘wot s ða 'taim 
it's this one it s 'ðis wan 
that's the one "Set s ða Wan 
is that the one? iz 'ðæt ða wan 

I think this is it ai 'Oipk ‘dis iz it 
is the other one there? iz ði 'aðə wan 888 
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there's another thing бә z ə'naðə Bin 
what on earth's this? wot on 'o:0 s ‘dis 
as though ez ‘dou 

5 AND z 


In dealing with s and z the main problem is the pro- 
nunciation of the letter s. Here are some general rules. 
(i) Initial s is s. 

(ii) Final s (when not silent) after a í o wis s, ex: canvas 
'kenves, this Sis, thermos '0ə:məs, bus bas, 
curious 'kjuerios, Exceptions: zs, was, has, his, as, 
missis, and some inflections of nouns and verbs 
(see p. 70), which have z. 

(Hi) ss is s except in the following, where it is z, possess 

__, РӘ!265, dessert di'zo:t, dissolve di 'zolv, scissors 'sizez. 

(iv) Initial dis- and mis- have s, ex: disappear disə'piə, 
disorder dis ode, disown dis'oun, dismiss dis'mis, 
disgrace dis'greis, misbehave misbi'heiv, misuse 
mis Juz, misunderstand misando'stzend. Exceptions: 
disease di itz, disaster di'za:sto, dismal 'dizmel, 
misery 'mizeri, miser 'maizə. N 

(v) Initial res- and pres- have z when a vowel follows, ex: 

resemble ri'zembl, result ri'zalt, preserve pri'zo:V, 

Present 'preznt, Exceptions: research ri'se:t ] 

resource гі!ѕэ:5, presage 'presidz, and words begin- 

nung with the prefix re- denoting repetition, ex: 
resale 'ri:'seil, 

П the groups -rs-, -/s-, ns- the s is almost always s. 

eX: horse hors, person 'po:sn, corset 'ko:sit, forsake 
9'seik, persist pa'sist, persuade pe'sweid, conversa- 
tion konvə'seifn, also '»:lsou, else els, falsity 'fo:lsiti, 

Consider kan'sida, insert in'so:t, expensive iks'pensiv, 

answer 'a:nso, consul 'konsl. 
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FRICATIVE CONSONANTS 
(vii) The following verbs with z have a corresponding 
noun or adjective with s. 
verb noun or adj. 


house hauz haus 
use ju:z ju:s 
abuse a'bju:z o'bju:s 
diffuse di'fju:z di'fju:s 
refuse ri'fju:z 'refju:s 
close klouz klous 


(viii) In most words the ending -se after a vowel is z, 
ex: nose nouz, lose lu:z, phrase freiz. Commonest 
exceptions: base beis, case keis, cease sits, dose dous, 
increase in'kri:s, release ri'lizs, purchase 'pə:t[əs, 
purpose 'pə:pəs, mouse maus, obtuse  eb'tju:s, 
promise 'promis, premise 'premis, precise pri'sais, 
concise kan'sais, and all words in -oose except choose 
tfu:z. Also the words in the last column above. 

(ix) In the following Greek words the medial s is s, 
basis 'beisis, crisis 'kraisis, oasis ou'eisis, thesis 
'Gizsis, Genesis dzenisis, analysis ə'nælisis, neurosis 
njue'rousis etc. 

(x) The prefix ex- is pronounced with gz if it is followed 
bya stressed syllable beginning with a vowel letter 
or silent A, ex: exam ig'zem, example ig'za: mpl, 
exaggerate ig'zedzereit, exhibit ig'zibit, exhaust 
ig'zo:st. In other cases w is ks, ex: exercise ' eksosaiz. 
excited ik'saitid, except ik'sept, exhibition eksi'bifn. 


f AND V 


In f and v the lower lip is pressed against the edge of 
the upper teeth, and there is a clear sound of friction, 
Avoid the mistake of using the two lips (instead of lip 
and teeth), or of holding the lower lip so loosely that 
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seeds si:dz siege si:ds 
fords fx: dz forge fo:ds 
heads hedz hedge hed3 
builds bildz bilge bildz 
batch bet badge bad; 
larch la:tf large la:dz 
etching 'etfin edging 'edsin 
wince wints winch wintf 
hints hints hinge hinds 
lunch lantf lunge lands 
French frentf friends frendz 
fixture 'fikstfo exchange iks 'tfeindz 


gesture '4зез [ә question 'kwestfon 


DOUBLE tf AND dz 
When a double t 
Whole complex sound must be 


Over. It is wrong to double the first element only, 
making ttf or ddz, Examples: 


each child 'iztf 'tfaild not 'i:t 'tfaild 
Dutch cheese "Флер 'tfi:z not ‘dat "tfirz 
French chalk 'frent[ "р: not frent "е: 
огапре Juice '>rindz dsu:s not ‘rind dsu:s 

a large jug ə'la:dz 'dzag — not ə'la:d عو‎ 

2 huge joke 9'hju:dz 'd3ouk not 9'hju:d 'dzouk 
fetch John Че 'dzon not n 


z tj "fet g 
village church 'vilids 'tfə:tf not 'vilid. 1 
THE h SOUND 
h is a very gentle sound in En 
from the larynx, and is simp 
passing through the open mou 


glish. The noise comes 
ly the sound of breath 
th. Speakers of Spanish 
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and Greek usually replace this by a stronger, velar 
fricative consonant (as in Spanish majo or Greek chora). 
Or if h is followed by i or e, some students will replace 
it by a palatal fricative (as in Greek ochi or German ich). 
Those who make this type of mistake should remind 
themselves of the correct sound by opening their 
mouths and breathing out, audibly but gently. 

Many other people fail to articulate h at all. Or they 
may introduce it wrongly in places where it does not 
exist. One method of achieving h is to whisper the vowel 
which follows it in any given word. That is to say, the 
h of heart ha:t is simply a whispered a:, and the h of head 
is a whispered e. Careful practice with single words 
and short phrases is desirable. Do not forget that initial 
h is dropped in the weak forms of some common words 
(see p. 38). Initial / is silent in hour aus, honour 'one, 
honest 'onist, heir ca. 

Words for practice: heat hi:t, hill hil, hat hæt, who hu:, 
hard ha:d, hot hot, heard he:d, huge hju:ds, human 
'hjumen, perhaps pə'hæps, behave bi'heiv, anyhow 
'enihau, inhabit in'hebit, neighbourhood 'neibahud, 20 
home 'gou 'houm, is it here? 'izit 'hio? in the house 
inde'haus, om holiday »n'holedi, half-an-hour ‘harf 
a'naua, I shall have to have it aifl'hæv te hævit. 


DIFFICULT GROUPS OF SOUNDS 


Any sequence of sounds which gives difficulty should be 
rearranged, or broken up, in practice. Examples: 
George the Sixth’s throne 

'd39:d3 дә 'siksOs 'Oroun 

"033:03 — da'siks — Ө — s — 'Oroun 
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there was a variety of opinions 
бә waz ә və'raiəti ov ə'pinjənz 
бә — wa — zə — үә — 'raiəti — ava — 'pinjənz 
what an extraordinary notion 
‘wot әп iks'tro:dnri 'noufn 5 
ts — niks — 'trə:dn — ri'nou[n 
he's gone on the Stock Exchange 
hi: z gon on дә 'stok ikstfeindz 
hizz — 'gonon — ðə'stəkiks — tfeindz 
I should have thought he had 
ai fd әу '05:t i: hæd 
aif — dev — '85:ti: — 'hæd 
we should have had to have the whole thing overhauled 
wi: fd av ‘heed te 'hæv дә 'houl eig 'ouve'ho:ld 


wif — dev —'hed — te'h ev — da'houl — ‘Bin — o 
"Һәл 
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Weakening 


In some languages (for example English, Russian, 
Italian, Greek) there is a well defined E 15 
one syllable of each word, which makes that sylla le 

d out in contrast to the unstressed syllables, even in 
DM Sh tic speech. When the language is spoken, 
urs that it has a contrastive rhythm, based on the 
1 of strongly and weakly accented syllables, 
Some other languages (for example French, Hindustani, 
Japanese), do not have this strong stress-accent within 
ie ord | In them the syllables succeed each other with 
fainly ES force; and we feel an even rhythm, based = 
the smooth flow of syllables without a strong contrast 0 
stress. (Naturally, this does not exclude greater stress 
being given to a word for the sake of emphasis.) 

In languages with an even rhythm, each vowel 
generally maintains roughly the same quality wherever 
it occurs. Thus, in French monotone and paragraphe, the 
vowel o in the first word and a in the second word sound 
about the same each time they occur (monoton, Paragraf). 
This same stability of vowels is also found in some of 
the languages with contrastive rhythm. It appears in 
Italian (monótono, quaránta) and Greek (monótonos, 
saránda, periménete). In all those words the vowels o, a 
and e are more or less constant, no matter Whether they 
are stressed or not. On the other hand, we find that in 
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Russian the unstressed vowels have a noticeably 
different quality from the stressed ones: 


okolo 'okələ (near) 
komnata 'komnete (room) 
golova gala'va (head) 
karandash karan'daf (pencil) 
menee 'menijə (less) 


In the above words we see that the vowels o, a, e occur 
only in stressed syllables. In unstressed positions they 
are weakened to ə, A or i. 

'This weakening of unstressed syllables is also a 
feature of English, though it is not absolutely regular as 
in Russian. We find it in the following: 


monotonous ma'notenas 
banana bə'na:nə 
prevented pri'ventid 
movement 'mu:vmont 
welcome 'welkom 
Plymouth !plima8 
estimate (noun) 'estimit 
comfort 'kAmfət 
common 'koman 


In those words we see that the vowel of every unstressed 


syllable is either ә or i. But we do not find similar 
weakening in the following: 


comment 


'koment 
outcome 'autkam 
estimate (verb) 'estimeit 
import ‘import 
coupon "kuz pon 


Sometimes the vowels of two related words are in 
contrast because of different stress positions: 
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add æd addition e'difn 
terror 'tero terrific ta'rifik 
family 'femili familiar  fe'milje 
relative 'relətiv relate ri'leit 


Often a weak vowel may disappear altogether: 


awfully БИП 
comfortable 'kamftabl 
marvellous 'ma:vlos 
chocolate 't[oklət 
Margaret 'ma:grit 
generally 'dzenreli 


It is very important, for good pronunciation, to 
observe the weakening of unstressed syllables in English. 
Many common prefixes and endings (such as re-, be-, 
-ed, -ness, -age) are covered by easily remembered rules 
(see Appendix). But there is no comprehensive rule for 
all words, so you must make use of a reliable dictionary. 
Here is a brief list to show the sort of words that need 
special attention to their weakened syllables: 


about ə'baut particular pə'tikjulə 
arrive e'raiv permanent 'pə:mənənt 
machine me'fi:n variety və!raiəti 
Arab 'erob breakfast 'brekfost 
madam mædem purchase 'pəztfis 
beggar ^ 'bege forward 'fo:wəd 
exact ig'zækt palace 'pælis 
serene si'ri:n perform pə'fx:m 
silence 'sailans tolerate 'tolereit 
solemn 'sələm movement "mu:vmant 
camel 'kemal harmony har moni 
Commit kə'mit recognise 'rekognaiz 
police pə'li:s freedom ‘frizdam 


р 37 


COLLOQUIAL ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION 


lemon 'lemən period 'piariad 
forget fa'get comfort 'kamfat 
doctor 'dokta Oxford 'oksfəd 
column 'kələm illustrate 'ilestreit 
murmur meme surprise so'praiz 
captain —'keptin money 'mani 
famous Чеітәѕ figure "рә 


Do not assume that every unstressed syllable is weak- 
ened. A pronouncing dictionary gives the phonetic trans- 
cription of each word, with possible alternatives. You 
may also find clear guidance on pronunciation (including 
weakening) in the Pocket Oxford Dictionary; but you 


must take the trouble to study the method of notation 
Which it uses. 


STRONG AND WEAK FORMS 


What has been said so far refers to single words, pro- 
nounced by themselves. But it makes no difference if we 
put them with others in a sentence: the contrast between 
Stressed and unstressed syllables is not affected, and their 
pronunciation remains the same, 

But now we must deal with a Second kind of weaken- 
ing, which occurs only in Continuous speech. You will 
notice that the words mentioned above are all ‘content’ 
words (nouns, adjectives, adverbs, some pronouns, main 
verbs). This second kind of weakening applies i the 
“structural? words, which link the *content? words and 
show their grammatical relationships (articles pre- 
positions, conjunctions, Some pronouns, auxiliary YES) 
These are not many in number, but they are among the 
commonest words of the language. Some of these 
structural words have more than on 


Å š e form of pro- 
nunciation. "The strong form is used when the word is 
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said in isolation or with emphasis; and a weak form is 
used if it has an unstressed position in the sentence. 
As structural words are usually unemphatic, the weak 
forms are used more often than the strong ones. A weak 
form may vary slightly as it is adjusted to the sounds of 
the adjoining word. It is a common mistake of foreign 
students to use strong forms instead of weak ones; and 
you should take special care to avoid this mistake. 
Study the following list and go through the examples 
below it, noting which syllables are stressed and how the 
unstressed structural words are weakened. 


List A 
word strong form weak forms 
the ði: ði (before vowel) 
бә (before consonant) 
a ei ә 
ап æn эп 
апа ænd an, n 
but bat bat 
than деп дәп 
that (пої ðæt dat 
demonstrative) 
us AS as, 5 
them dem dam 
to tu: tu (before Vowel or 
finally) 

5 tə (before Consonant) 

saint (before a seint snt 
name) 
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> Examples of the use of we 


the end of the week 
the question of the hour 
a day in the country 

an easy journey 

you and I 

ten-and-six each 
bread-and-butter 

but I can't find it 

we need more than that 
not that it matters 

the light that failed 
they took us home 

let's have tea 

I sent them a note 

She went to Oxford 

the school they go to 
give it to John 

St. Martin's church 


Now look at the next list. 
but there is an exception to 
“forms. If any of these wor 


phrase or sentence, the strong 


the word is unstressed, 


H PRONUNCIATION 
ak forms: 


ði end av da Wirk 

бә 'kwestfan əv ði aue 
ә 'dei in da 'kantri 

en ii 'dzo:ni 

ju: ən ‘ai 

ten ən 'siks 'i:tf 

‘bred n bats 

bet ai 'ka:nt faind it 
wi: 'nizd 'mə: dan ‘dat 
‘not dat it mætez 

ða ‘lait dat 'feild 

Sei 'tuk es 'houm 

'let s hæv 'ti: 

ai 'sent dam ә 'nout 
fi: 'went tu 'oksfad 

бә 'sku:l dei 'gou tu 
giv it te 'dzon 


snt 'ma:tinz 'tfe:tf < 


These are similar words, 
the rule about their weak 
ds occurs at the end of a 
form is used even though 


List B 
ord strong form weak forms 
am zm Sam 
is E de 
E a: (r) ә (r) 
was Woz waz 
R wa: (r) wa (r) 


WEAKENING 


will wil 
would wud 
shall Jel 
should fud 
have hav 
has hez 
had heed 
do du: 
does daz 
must mast 
can ken 
could kud 
some (partitive) sam 
as 21 
at æt 
from from 
for fo: (r) 
of ov 


ad, d 
du (before vowel) 


da (before consonant) 


d (before j) 
dez 

Mast, məs 
ken 

kad 

som 

ez 

et 

fram 


fa (r) 
av 


> Examples of the use of weak forms: 


nor am I 

I'm ready to start 
where’s the paper? 
what’s the matter? 
when are they coming? 
our friends are away 
one was enough 

they were very pleased 
the lights were out 
it'll soon be over 

I hope Phil'll come 


‘noir әт ai 

ai m 'redi to 'sta:t 
Wes z ða 'реїрә? 
‘wot s бә ‘mata? 
'wen ə ðei 'kamin? 
auo 'frendz er ə'wei 
'wan waz i'naf 

ðei wo 'veri 'plizzd 
дә 'laits war aut 

it | 'su:n bi: 'ouys 
ai houp fil al "am 
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Dad would like it 

they'd rather not 

I shall take it up 

we should prefer not to 

Ishould have thought so 

the guests have arrived 

Pve just finished 

the glass has gone up 

She's gone for a walk 

it's already started 

perhaps John would know 

T'd quite forgotten 

so do all of us 

where do they go to? 

how do you like it? 

what does it mean? 

I must answer that letter 

Wherever can it be? 

we could come tomorrow 

would you like some 
more? 

as far as I know 

be at the station at ten 

it's a letter from Clara 

they sent for the doctor 

shall we go for a walk? 

as a matter of fact 


"ded ed ‘laik it 

бе! d 'га:дә not 

ai fl 'teik it 'Ap 

wi: fed pri'fo: nat tu 
ai [d əv '05:t sou 

бә 'gests әү o'raivd 

ai v 'dzast 'finift 

Šə 'gla:s ez gon 'Ap 

fi: z gon fer ə WE 

it s »:l'redi 'sta:tid 
‘preps 'dzon ad nou 

ai d 'kwait fa'gotn 

‘sou du [:د'‎ av as 

Wes da dei 'gou tu? 
‘hau d ju: 'laik it? 

"wot daz it 'mi:n? 

ai mast 'a:nso ðæt lets 
wear'eva kan it 'bi:? 
Wi: kad "лт ta'morou 
‘wud ju: laik sam 'mə:? 


әх 'fa:r əz ai nou 

bi: at ða 'steifn at "сеп 
it s a 'leto fram 'kleərə 
Sei 'sent fa ða 'dokto 

Jl wi: 'gou far ә Work? 
Əz ә 'meter әү 'fækt 


Examples of strong form in unstressed position: 


what’s it made of? 
where does it come from 
won't you have some? 
if he can, anyone can 


‘wot s it 'meid v? 

Wes dez it: 'kAm from? 
'wount ju: 'hæv SAm? 
if hi: ken, 'eniwAn ken 


42 


WEAKENING 


who wants it? I do 'hu: 'wonts it? 'ai du: 

Mary isn't going, but I 'meeri iznt 'gouir, bat ai æm 
am 

if they can't do it, we if 'ðei ka:nt 'du: it, 'wi: mast 
must 

a much talked of book ә 'matf to: kt əv 'buk 

I was called for at ten ai waz 'ko:ld Pir at ten 

what an unheard of idea ‘wot ən An'hə:d оу ai'diə 

we got some from the shop wi: ‘got sam fram da 'fəp 

he was shot at by snipers hi: waz ‘fot æt bai 'snaipez 


< 


In questions beginning with an auxiliary verb, that 
verb may be either stressed (strong form) or unstressed 
(weak form): 


are they coming? "а: dei 'kamin? or 
ә dei mig? 

does it matter? ‘daz it mæte? or 
dez it mæte? 

can I have one? "кап ai 'hæv wan? or 


ken ai 'hæv wan? 


When have has had are weakened in initial position, 
they are pronounced hey həz had. Do not weaken is will 
would initially even if they are unstressed: 


have they seen it? 'hæv Sei 'si:n it? or 
hav ðei 'si:n it? 

has it come? 'hæz it "kam? or 
haz it 'kam? 

is it ready? e oF 
iz it 'redi? 

would you like to? 'wud ju: 'laik tu? бу 


wud ju: 'laik tu? 
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In phrases ending with an auxiliary verb and pronoun, 
the verb is not weakened unless the pronoun is stressed: 


who are they? 'hu: ә ‘dei? or 
"hu: a: dei? or 
hu: 'a: dei? 

where were you? "wea wa 'ju:? or 
'wea wa: juz? or 
wea Wer jus? 

so am I ‘sou am ai 

why must I? Wai mast ai? 

how can it? hau keen it? or 
hau 'kæn it? 


Notice that final ít is hardly ever stressed. In “question 
tags? the verb is stressed and the pronoun unstressed: 
they aren't ready, are they? 


they're ready, aren't they? 
you weren't there, were 


еі ‘arnt 'redi, "а: dei? 
Ses 'redi, 'aznt dei? 
ju: 'wə:nt 'дєә, Wer jus? 


you? 
you were there, weren't ju: wo Ses, 'wə:nt juz? 
you? 
I'm not late, am I? al m 'not 'leit, 'æm ai? 
I'm late, aren't I? 


ai m ‘leit, 'a:nt ai? 
Since the weak forms of is has and had would may be 
the same, remember that its can mean either it is or it has, 
x they had or they would, 


OTHER WEAK FORMS: 


(i) Not. The strong form is not, The weak form nt 
is used after an unweakened auxiliary verb, If the 
auxiliary verb is weakened, then the negative is stressed 
and keeps its strong form, 
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I am not 

it is not 
they are not 
I was not 
we were not 
they would not 
I should not 
you have not 
it has not 
they had not 
he does not 
we must not 
it could not 


WEAKENING 


ai m ‘not 
it 'iznt or its 'not 
dei aint or dei ә 'not 
ai'woznt or ai waz nat 
wi: 'we:nt or wi: wa 'not 
Sei 'wudnt or ðei а 'not 
ai 'fudnt or аі ed 'not 
ju'hevnt or ju v 'not 
it 'hæznt or its 'not 
dei 'hednt or Sei d 'not 
hi: 'daznt or hi: dez not 
wi: 'masnt or wi: mas not 
it 'kudnt or it kad 'mt 

< 


The forms in the second column above are more often 
used conversationally than those in the third column. 
To make these phrases into questions, change the 
position of the pronoun: 


> is it not? 


isn’t it? ‘iznt it? 


are they по? = aren’tthey? ‘aint dei? etc. ш 


Notice these special forms: 


am I not? 
will not 
shall not 
do not 
can not 
we are 
you are 
they are 


aren’t I? ‘arnt ai? 
won't Wount 
shan't faint 

don't dount 

can't karnt 

we're wia(r) 
you're јчә(г), (г) 


they're ӧғә(г) 


(ü) There (indefinite adverb). Тһе stron Я 
ёғә(г). But in sentences the word is always Жу 
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and is generally weakened to бә(г). 
auxiliary verb may be weak ог strong. 


> 
1 think there's one here 

I think there is one 

there isn't much time 
how much is there left? 
why isn't there an answer? 


there are very few 

I hope there are some 
there aren't many left 

how many are there left? 
Why aren't there any more? 


there was a tremendous 
crowd 


1 believe there was 

he told me there wasn't any 
What was there to Sce? 
Why was there? 


there were a few left 

I hope there were 

there weren't many 

why were there so many? 


there'll be a lot left 

yes, I think there will be 
there won't be much time 
won't there be enough? 


he said there'd be plenty 
would there be room? 

I suppose there wouldn't 
why wouldn't there? 


ai '@ink ða z wan ‘hia 
ai '@ink ðar ig wan 

дәг 'iznt 'matf 'taim 
hau mat iz da left? 
‘wai iznt dar ən "а:пѕә? 


дәг ә 'veri "ји: 

ai 'houp dar "а: sam 
dar 'a:nt meni ‘left 
hau meni ә da left? 
‘wai aint Sar eni 'mo:? 


бә waz ә tra'mendas 
'kraud 

ai bə'li:v ða % 2 

hi: 'tould mi: дә "woznt eni 

"Wot waz ða ta sir? 

Wai Woz ða? 


ða war ә "ји: "left 

ai ‘houp ða 'wat 

дә "want 'meni 

'wai wa ða sou 'meni? 


Sa | bizə ‘lot left 

‘jes ai ‘Bink дә WII bi: 
ða Mount bi: MAtS 'taim 
'wount бә bi; 9'naf? 


hi: 'sed ða d bi: plenti 
'wud a bi: rum? 
ai spouz ða ‘wudnt 
Wai wudnt ða? 
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there have been many mis- 
takes 

I'm sure there have 

I suppose there haven't 

haven't there? 


there'd been plenty 
there hadn't been any 
why had there? 


I believe there has 

there hasn't been much 

what damage has there 
been? 

why hasn'tthere been more? 


there do seem to be some 
there don't seem to be any 


I believe there does 
I'm afraid there doesn't 
doesn't there? 


there must have been hun- 
dreds 

yes, there must have 

why must there be one? 

mustn't there? 


there can only be one 
I think there can 
there can't be many 


of course there could 
there couldn't be another 
what else could there be? 


дә(г ə)v bi:n ‘meni mis'teiks 


ai т 'fua da hav 
ai 'spouz da 'hævnt 
'hævnt ða? 


дә d bi:n 'plenti 
дә 'hædnt 'bi:n eni 
Wai hæd дә? 


ai bə'li:v da hæz 
дә 'hæznt biin 'matf 
'wot dæmidz ez da bin? 


‘wai hæznt дә bin mos? 


бә du: si:m tə bi: sam 
ða 'dount si:m to 'bi: eni 


ai be'li:v ða dA 
ai m a'freid da 'dAznt 
'daznt ða? 


бә ‘mast av bin 'handredz 


‘jes ða mast hav 
‘wai mas бә bi: wan? 
'masnt дә? 


дә ken 'ounli bi: Wan 
ai ‘Bink da ken 
дә 'ka:nt bi: 'meni 


av 'ko:s ða kud 
дә 'kudnt bi: ə'nA8ə 
"wot 'els kad ða bi:? 
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(ii) Be, he, she, we, me. The strong forms are bi: hi: fi: 
wi: mi:. When unstressed the words are often (but not 
necessarily) weakened to bi hi fi wi mi. 3 

(iv) You, who. The strong forms are ju: hu:. When 
unstressed they are often weakened to ju hu. | 

(у) He, him, his, her, who. 'The strong forms аге hi: 
him hiz һә:(г) һи:. When unstressed, the h is generally 
dropped unless the word is initial. 

(vi) My, your. The strong forms are mai, jo:(r) or 
јчә(г). In familiar speech they can be weakened to mi, 
jə(r). But these forms should be used with caution. 

(vii) If an unstressed preposition is followed by an 
unstressed personal pronoun, either the strong or the 
weak form of the preposition may be used: 


he gave it to them 


hi: 'geiv it tu: дәт or 
hi: 'geiv it to dam 
they called for me Sei 'ko:ld f>: mi or 


бе! 'ko:ld fa mi 


I looked at him ai ‘luke æt im or 


ai 'lukt ət im 


that's the worst of it ‘Set s ða 'warst ov it 


'ðæt s ða 'wə:st ov it 


(viii) Certain other words have we. 
or may not be used. For example: 


or 


ak forms which may 


many 'meni moni 
any 'eni ani 
or 'ox(r) a(r) 
how many miles is it? ‘hau meni 'mailz iz it? or 


‘hau mani 'mailz iz it? 
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has he got any more? haz i: got епі mor? or 
haz i: got ani mor? 

one or two ‘WAN э: tu: or 
‘WAN ә tu: 


If you are in doubt, it is safer to use the strong form 
of such words. 


(ix) The word this dis may be weakened to das in the 
following phrases: 


this morning Go'smo:nig 
this afternoon Go'sa:fto'nu:n 
this evening Go'si:vnir 


(x) The following do not have weak forms: 


do, does, have, has, had (main verbs) 
that (demonstrative pronoun) 

there (adverb of place) 

some (indefinite pronoun) 

when, then, on. 


Examples of the above in unstressed position: 


» 

I didn’t do that parcel up ai didnt du: бг pars! AP 
he never does a stroke hi: 'nevə daz ә 'strouk 
we seldom have time wi: ‘seldam hav 'taim 
she never has a cold fi: ‘neva hæz ә 'kould 


he'd had great experience hi: d had 'greit iks'pis,; 

I went there when I was six ai Went dea wen ai 12 
he's gone on some trip hi: z gon >n sam d 8 siks 
it's not on that list it s 'not on ðæt 'list e 

well then, let's have it now Wel Gen, ‘let s hay it n 


< 
49 


IO 
Elision and Assimilation 


Elision means the dropping of a sound or sounds, either 
within the body of a word or at a junction of words. 


(i) Within a word, an unstressed vowel between two 
consonants is often elided: 


specially 'spejli perhaps preps 
awfully fli medicine 'medsn 
every 'evri chocolate 'tfoklot 
secretary 'sekrotri general 'dzenrel 
Strawberry — 'stro:bri several 'sevral 
ordinary ':dnri Sovereign 'sovrin 
history 'histri natural 'nætfrəl 
reasonable 'rizznəbl national 'næfnəl 
comfortable 'kamftəbl 


I suppose ai'spouz 


The elided forms of these words are the ones most 


commonly used in everyday speech. But there is no 
comprehensive rule about such elisions, and you must 


study them with the aid of a pronouncing dictionary. 
(ii) Elision is a common feature of weak forms (see 
р. 38): 
is 12 but he's going hi: z 'gouin 
am ‘em but I’m going ai m 'gouin 
have 'hev but they've gone dei v gon 
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he ‘hi: but is he going? 
and ‘end but bread and butter 'bred n 'bata 


wil ‘wil but that'll do 


iz i: 'gouin? 


'ðæt | 'du: 


(iii) A group of consonants may be reduced by 
elision. In particular, we find elision of t or d between 


two other consonants: 


friends frendz 
handbag "hendbeg 
grandstand ‘grandstand 
sandwich 'sendwitf 
Westminster 'westminsto 
isthmus "159 тәѕ 

the first time ða forst 'taim 
last night 'la:st 'nait 
next stop 'nekst 'stop 
just now 'dzast nau 

I used to ai 'ju:st tu 

I want to ai ‘wont tu 


frenz 
'hænbæg 
'grænstænd 
'seenwitf 
'wesminsta 
'isməs 

бә 'fo:s 'taim 
‘lars 'nait 
'neks 'stop 
ds nau 


" ai ‘jurs tu 


ai 'won tu 


Such elisions should be practised with caution, as they 
are not always permissible. In general, a double con- 
sonant at a word junction must not be reduced by 


elision: 


what time? ‘wot 'taim 
with this wid ‘dis 

a black cat ә 'blæk 'ket 
a clean knife ә 'kli:n 'naif 
a fresh shirt e 'fref 'fazc 
half full 'ha:f 'ful 


not 
not 
not 
not 
not 
not 


'w> 'taim 
wi ‘dis 

ә 'blæ 'kæt 
ə 'kli: 'naif 
ә е "fart 
"ha: 'ful 


In апу such phrase, the two consonants should b 
together smoothly without a break. 3 
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Assimilation means a modification of pronunciation 
which a word may undergo when in contact with another 
word. One sound is replaced by another under the 
influence of an adjoining sound in the neighbouring 
word. The following assimilations are common in 
English: i 


(i) z changes to s 


5 m but it's easy it s 11221 
has hez but what's happened? 'wot s 'hæpənd 
used ju:zd but I used to ai 'jurst tu 


(ii) n t d change to m p b 


ten ten but ten minutes ‘tem 'minits 
don’t dount but don’t be late 'doump bi ‘leit 
good gud but goodbye 'gub 'bai 


(iii) n t d change to n k g 
in in but in case in 'keis 
don’t dount but I don't care ai 'doupk 'kea 
good gud but good girl 'gug 'gə:l 


(iv) sz change to f 3 


this dis but this shape '8if '[eip 
has hez but has she come? "hes fi ‘kam 


Assimilations of types (ii), (iii) and 
regarded as optional, and are limited to 
and-easy style of speaking. 

There is a kind of assimilation, common to many 
other languages, which some students mistakenly apply 
to English. They should remember that a voiceless 
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(iv) may be 
a quick, free- 
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plosive or fricative is not assimilated to a voiced plosive 
or fricative which follows it. 


Examples: 

not very ‘not 'veri not 
back door 'bek dos not 
if they come if dei 'kam not 
across the sea ə'krəs ö 'si: not 
this boy !ðis boi not 
that girl Get ge:! not 
E 53 


nod 'veri 
'beg dos 
‘iv Sei 'kam 
a'kroz бә 'si: 
!ðiz 'boi 
'ðæd 'gə:l 


II 


'The Pronunciation of Sentences 


THE LINKING OF WORDS 


Words which are not separated from each other by a 
pause must be joined together smoothly in pronunciation. 
Failure to do this is one of the commonest mistakes of 
foreign learners. The usual fault is to insert a glottal stop 
before each word beginning with a vowel. The glottal 
stop is made by a tightening of the vocal cords in the 
larynx, by which the outgoing breath is obstructed 
and then abruptly released. (We do this when we “hold 
our breath” and when we cough.) Indiscriminate use 
of the glottal stop by a learner may be duc to nervous 
tension ora feeling of uncertainty. Some native speakers 
of English, also, have a bad habit of using it to excess, 
which is not to be imitated. You should make a point 
of saying phrases with a smooth transition from one 
word to the next, wherever the second word begins with 
a vowel. Remember that a final r is sounded if the next 


word begins with a vowel. Practise these phrases as if 
each was a single word: 


itis i'tiz an egg 


e'neg 
his own M hi'zoun if only i'founli 
forever fə'rəvə there isn’t ^ 8o'riznt 
at Easter ə'ti:stə in August — i'noxgost 
some oil — se'moil good evening gu'di:vnin 
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keep on ki: pon come out 'ka'maut 
big eyes 'bi'gaiz twice over 'twai'souvo 
full up "илр half open ‘ha:'foupan 
this is it  'óisi'zit six o'clock — 'sikse'klok 
put it on  'puti'ton take it off 'teiki'tof 
not at all 'note'to:l first of all 'fo:sto'vo:l 
let him in 'leti'min pick it up !piki'tAp 


When the first word also ends with a vowel, you must 
still link the two words without a break: 


too easy tus 1121 three hours 'Øri:'auəz 
the end ói'end to ask tu'a:sk 
my uncle  mai'Apkl B.E.A. 'biz'iz'ei 


Another fault is to insert a glottal stop before a 
stressed vowel within a word. See that you avoid doing 
this in such words as the following: 


unable An'eibl transaction — trænz'ækfn 
react ri:!ækt Antarctic #nt'a:ktik 
chaotic kei'otik association əsousi'eifn 
biography bai'»grofi cooperate kou'opereit 


If you find it difficult to acquire the habit of joining 
words smoothly, draw a link between them in your 
reading book, thus: it is, ап egg, his own, for ever. It is 
also a good idea, in practising, to rearrange the sounds 
in your mind, so that each word begins with a consonant 
instead of a vowel: 


forever fs 'reva there isn't — 8o 'riznt 
keep on ki: pon half open "har Чоџрәп 
not at all note 'ta:l first of all 'fə:stə туу, 


In such phrases, the listener's ear should receive the 
impression of an uninterrupted flow of sound. The 
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boundaries of the words are not marked in sound, but 
are understood from the context of meaning and the 
grammatical structure of the sentence. This does not 
mean to say that we cannot distinguish in pronunciation 
between not at all (bad) and not a tall (man), or between 
a name and an aim, or between made a veil and made of 
ale. But in normal conversation many small phonetic 
differences are hardly perceptible; and the listener does 
not rely on them alone for comprehension of what is 
said. 

It is an important part of successful language study to 
reconcile the spoken and written forms in a constructive 
way. This is too often neglected. It is wrong to deplore 
the spelling of English and regard it as a hindrance. 
Such an attitude only obscures the light which ortho- 
graphy and phonetic transcription can shed on each 
other. You must be able to perceive how each works, 
without being the slave of either. The latitudes per- 
mitted in speech are exploited most fully and expertly 


when tempered by an understanding of the guiding and 
elucidatory function of the spelling. 


THE GROUPING OF WORDS 


We have seen that every word, when said alone, bears a 
strong stress-accent on one of its syllables. This is called 
word stress. In continuous speech we do not hear a 
strong accent on every word. Some words lose their 
accent, especially when we talk quickly. But other words 
keep their accent; and these stressed syllables form what 
is called sentence stress. 

The pronunciation of words in continuous speech is 
based upon stress-groups. A stress-group is formed By a 
strongly stressed, prominent syllable, together with an y 
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unstressed, non-prominent syllables which cluster about 
it. A single word may form such a group: 


tomorrow tə'mərou yesterday ‘jestodi 
or it:may contain more than one word: 
in a minute ine'minit 
of course av'ko:s 
thank you 'Gzpkju: 
ГЇЇ see to it ail'si:tuit 
the biggest one ðə'bigistwan 
they’ve got it Geiv'gotit 


You will often find that two strong stresses are so 
closely associated that they cannot be separated by a 
pause, but are treated as a double-stress-group. Such a 
double group may be a pair of stressed syllables standing 


together: 


one day 'wan'dei yes please 'jes'pli:z 
good night 'gud'nait sixteen 'siks'ti:n 
sublet 'sab'let renamed 'ri:'neimd 


or they may form a cluster with unstressed syllables: 


hurry up "hari'ap 
what a pity ts piti 
it's all right its'ə:|'rait 
bring it down 'brinit'daun 
a cup of tea 9'kapov'ti: 


this afternoon 
the man's mad 
I put on my hat 


Əəs'a:ftə'nu:n 
ða'mænz'mæd 
ai'putonmai'haet 


All the syllables of a stress-group, or of а doubl 
stress-group, are knit together as if they made а 1 
Word. Practise saying many phrases of this kind zd 
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try to feel how the strongly accented syllable gives unity 
to cach group. Now is the time to make sure that you 
weaken unstressed vowels, and use weak forms of 
structural words, wherever necessary. 


The next exercise is to take short sentences and divide 
them into stress-groups. It may be that a short sentence 
consists entirely of stressed monosyllables. In this case 
each word forms a stress-group by itself: 


? John came last night 'dzon 'keim 'la:st 'nait 
don't do that here 'dount du: ‘Sat his 
what nice soft gloves 'wot 'nais 's»ft 'glavz 


But more often there will be some unstressed syllables 
forming clusters about the strong ones: 


John's away on business 
'dzonz a'wei on'biznis 
thank you for the letter 
'ðænkju fada'leta 


they went for a walk in the park 
ðei'went fərə'wə:k inëə'pa:k 


I'm going to the theatre tonight 
aim'gouin ќәдә'Өіәсә to'nait 


I sent them a photo of the children 
ai'sentóem e'foutou evóe'tfildran 


what a delightful surprise 
‘wot edi'laitful sa'praiz 


I hope you won't be late for your appointment 
ai'houp ju'wount bi'leit fajo:re'pointment 
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you can get there by bus from Liverpool Street 
ju:kn'getöea bai'bas frəm'livəpu:lstri:t 


somebody called when you were out 
'sambedi 'ko:ld wenjuwər'aut 


skirts’ll be a little shorter next season 
'ske:tslbi o'litl ‘forte 'nekst 'si:zn 


will it be a nuisance if I leave it here? 
'wilitbi e'nju:sns ifai'litvit ‘hia? 


I should think it would be better to wait till tomorrow 
aifod'Oipk itedbi'bete te'weit tilto'm»rou < 


When you can say each group easily, then you must 
link them together smoothly. Unless the sense allows a 
pause, stress-groups must be joined without a break in 
actual speech. Sometimes it is difficult to decide which 
group a word logically belongs to. For example, in it’s 
impossible for me to say, where does for me belong? 
Should we divide it like this: 


itsim'posibl famita'sei 
or like this? 
itsim'posiblfami ta’sei 


In practice this uncertainty does not matter, b 


ecaus 

sense requires that the two groups should be put to a 

without a pause. So they are treated like a ið 
e- 


Stress-group. 


Let us summarise what has been sai 
been regarding every spoken 'sentenc 
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d so far, We have 
š d 
€ as divisible into 
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groups, each group consisting of one or more words 
closely connected by sense and grammar, but containing 
only one strongly accented syllable (or, in the case of a 
double-stress-group, two strong stresses). But now we 
must observe another very important principle, which 
comes into effect as soon as we utter the sentence as a 
whole. It is the principle of sentence rhythm, which tells 
us that the strongly stressed syllables of a sentence ar& 
separated by roughly equal intervals of time. In other 
words, the sentence is endowed with a regular beat, 
which falls upon each successive strongly accented 
syllable. You must learn to feel this contrastive rhythm 
when you speak. Rhythm gives life, shape and effective- 
ness to a sentence, apart from the meaning given by the 
words; and if we do not find the right rhythm, our 
meaning may be weakened or obscured. 


(In what has been said above, a “sentence' means a 
fairly short utterance, sometimes called a “breath 
group’. A written sentence is often longer than this, and 
may comprise more than one such utterance.) 


From the point of view of sentence rhythm, a sentence 
can be divided into groups like bars in music, each 
group beginning with a stressed syllable. But because 
the rhythm of speech is more free and elastic than that 
of music, we do not *keep time? with the exact regularity 
of a recurrent musical beat, but only with approximate 
regularity. Putting it another way, one might say that 
sentence rhythm means a tendency to make the Strong 
stresses stand as evenly distributed in time as the 
structure of the sentence permits. 

Now take some of the sentences given above, and 
divide them up in this new way, noticing how the new 
groups differ from the stress-groups: 
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? John's away on business 
'dzonzo 'weion 'biznis 


thank you for the letter 
'Gzpkjufeda 'leto 


what a delightful surprise 
'wotedi laitfulss 'praiz 


somebody called when you were out 
'sambedi 'ko:ldwenjuwer 'aut 


will it be a nuisance if I leave it here? 

'wilitbio 'nju:snsifai 'li:vit ‘hie? 
If there are any initial unstressed syllables, they are 
attached to the first group: 


they went for a walk in the park 
Əei'wentfərə 'wo:kinda 'pa:k 


I'm going to the theatre tonight 
aim'gouinteda 'Əiətətə 'nait 


I sent them a photo of the children 
ai'sentóame 'foutouəvðə 'tfildran 


you can get there by bus from Liverpool Street 
ju:kg'getaeebai 'bAsfrem 'livapu:lstri:t 


I should think it would be better to wait till 


AE I жүс. nai 6 
aifed'Oinkitedbi 'betete 'weittilts 'mərou шошо 


< 


y each group 
to get the feel 


When you are practising you may sa 
separately, with a pause after it, in order 
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of the contrastive. rhythm. Of course, you must not 
make such pauses in actual speech, but must join 110 
groups together smoothly to make a continuous who e. 
The average speed of utterance of any sentence is 
tentatively established as soon as we have said the first 
two strongly stressed syllables. This sets the rhythm 
of the sentence in being, and the remaining strong 
stresses will fit in with it as nearly as possible. You will 
notice that the rate of speaking constantly varies. 
When two strong accents occur close together, our speed 
isless. When they are separated by unstressed syllables, 
our speed is greater. The rate of speech becomes faster 
or slower according to whether the number of un- 
stressed syllables between strong accents is larger Or 
smaller. Even when the distribution of strong accents 
is so irregular as to make an evenly timed beat impossi- 
ble, we allow sufficient latitude for those beats to form 
the rhythmic basis of the sentence; and we do not let 
the intervening unstressed syllables 


upset this pattern 
in our mind. Look at this example: 


> he realised that the bus wasn't going to stop for him 
hi'riəlaizdðətðə bas "wozntgouinta 'stopforim < 


'The sentence rhythm is based upon: 
"rid — 'bas — fwəz— stop 


Between rie and bas there are three syllables; and 
between woz and stop there are also three. But between 
bas and woz there are none, Therefore we reduce speed 
on bas and rest upon that syllable for an appreciable time. 
Then we pick up our former speed between woz and 
stop. The pause on bas will not be enough to make the 
second group exactly as long as the first and third. But 
it is enough to let us feel the rhythmic beat on those four 
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syllables as the backbone, as it were, of the sentence. 
Now take another example: 


> it’s a pity the book hasn't got any photographs 
itsə'pitiðə 'buk 'hezntgoteni 'foutəgræfs « 


The sentence rhythm is based upon: 
pit — bulk — 'haez — fou 


Here we have two unstressed syllables after pit, none 
after buk, and four after haz. Therefore, after a similar 
pause on buk, we shall increase speed still more between 
hæz and fou. 

Here are some more specimen sentences, each divided 
first into stress-groups and secondly into rhythmic 
groups, for comparison: 
> I read an account of it in the Daily Telegraph 

ai'red ona'kauntavit inde'deili 'teligra:f 

ai'redano kauntevitinös 'deili 'teligra:f 


as a matter of fact it wasn’t altogether successful 
aze'metor ov'fakt it'woznt o:lta'geda sok'sesfl 
əzə'mætərəv ‘fektit 'woznto:lte 'geðəsək 'sesfl 


there was an unending succession of unfortunate 
events 

Sewezenan'endin sək'sefn avan'fo:tfanat i'vents 

Sawezenan'endinsek ‘sefnevan fotſensti ‘vents 


the theme’s been woven into the plot of many a novel 
дә'Өі:тх bi:n'wouven іпсәдә'ріос ev'meni ə'n>vl 
ða'Ðirmzbi:n 'wouvenintede 'plotev 'meniə noyl 


why don't you have an aluminium one? 
‘wai dountju'hev enelju'minjemwan? 
'waidountju 'hevenzlju 'minjemwan? 
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John's a person you can really rely on 
'd3>nz e'pe:sn juken'riali ri'laion 
'dzonze 'pe:snjuken 'riəliri 'laion 


Sarah nearly had a catastrophe with the meringues 
score 'nieli hædəkə'tæstrəfi widdamea'renz 
score 'nialihedake 'testrafiwiddama 'rænz < 


Your object must be to achieve such a subtle balance 
between the two kinds of grouping that neither of them 
unduly predominates, whether in your own mind or the 
listener's ear. Successful results depend upon patient 
analysis and much observation of native speakers, in 
Order to acquire a sense of Sentence rhythm. And the 


most important single factor in this is knowing where to 
place the strong Stress-accents. 


Ð ANALYSIS OF A PASSAGE, SENTEN 


I. The other day, we thought we would go and have a look 
at the London Museum, 


Words carrying sentence р 

look, Do pos EUM dy, 5 
Words with weak forms: the, 
Warning: have is a main ver 
weakened even though unstr 
Arrangement of Stress-grou 
wid'gou enhave'luk ətëə'lA 


CE BY SENTENCE 


(we), vould, and, a, at, the. 


b, not auxiliary, and is not 
essed. 


P$: Sies dei 


i'8»:t 
nd 4 wi'85 
ən mju:'zitom, 


2. So we got on a fifty-two bus in 


the station yard at 
Victoria, and started off. » 


Words carrying sentence stress: got, fifty, bus, station, 
yard, Victoria, started, off. 
Words with weak forms: (we), a, the, at, and. 
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Warning: so is unstressed when connective (like and or 
but). There are no weak forms of on and in. 
Arrangement of stress-groups: souwi'gəton ə'fiftitu: 
‘bas inda'steifn 'ja:d etvik'to:rie, en'sta:tid ‘of. 


3. We had a lovely view from the top of the bus, and sa 
the Horse Guards just as they were passing Hyde Park 
Corner. 


Words carrying sentence stress: lovely, view, top, bus, 
saw, Horse, just, passing, Hyde, Corner. 

Words with weak forms: (we), a, from, the, of, the, and, 
the, as, were. 

Warning: had is a main verb, not weakened. Incomplete 
plosives in Hyde Park Corner. (Park would be stressed 
if not followed by Corner.) 

Arrangement of stress-groups:  wih=də'lAvli 'vju: 
frəmðə'təp əvðə'bas,  en's: ða'horsgardz — 'dzastoz 
Seiwo'pa:sin 'haidpa:k 'ko:na. 


4. The girls had never come this way before, and they 
vould have liked to explore the shops, if only there had been 
more time. 

Words carrying sentence stress: girls, come, before, liked, 
explore, shops, only, been, time. 

Words with weak forms: the, had, and, would, have, to. 
the, there, had. 3 
Arrangement of stress-groups: Öa'ga:lz adneva'kamdiswei 
bi'foa, andeidav'laikt tuiks'ploo da'fops, if'ounli Əəd'bi:n 
mə:'taim. $ 


5. But we had to hurry, and even then, when we 


š did 
the Museum, it was almost closing time. get to 


Words carrying sentence stress: had, hurry, 
did, museum, alinost, closing. 
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Words with weak forms: but, (we), to, and, (we), to, the, 
was. 


Warning: when is not weakened. In did get (= emphatic 
got) the stress accent is concentrated on did. 1 
Arrangement of stress-groups: bətwi'hæd tə'hari, 


ən'i:vn 'деп, wenwi'didget tademju:'zizem, 
itwez'o:lmoust "klouzintaim. 
6. 


On the way back, John got so excited over the model 
boats on the Round Pond that he nearly fell in. 


Words carrying sentence stress: on, back, Jolin, so, 
excited, model, boats, Round, Pond, nearly, in. 

Words with weak forms: the, the, the, that, he. 
Warning: note assimilation of n in john. 

Arrangement of Stress-groups: 'sndawei ‘bak, 'dzongot 
‘sou ik'saitid ` ouvaða'madl ‘bouts 3nósa'raund ‘pond 
Ssti:'niali fe'lin. 


7. At last he managed to dr. 


М ag himself aw, ‚ and the girls 
said, could we go back by T ER 7 
Words carrying sentenc 


. 1 | drag 
away, girls, could, back, Viderer š managed, 
Words with ç 


me applies i 
each other and one ее 


h nouns 
another, € reciprocal pro 
uc of Stress-groups: EET n 
9 drægimse ə'wei, IPS: 1 А 
bai'Andegraund. Ənëə'gə;|zsed 'kudwi gou'bæk 
8. 


There was no diffici 
ulty about : irele 
: E 3 catching an Inner Cire 
Á po ME ek Street, but we had no sooner got 
коше ing ag the wrong direction. 
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Words carrying sentence stress: zo, difficulty, catching, 
Inner, Circle, Kensington, High, no, in, found, going, 
wrong, direction. 

Words with weak forms: there, was, an, at, but, (we), had, 
than, (we), the. 

Arrangement of stress-groups: dawez'nou 'difikiti 
əbaut'k=tfin ən'inə 'se:kltrein әс'Кепхіђсәп  'haistri:t, 
bətwi:d'nousu:nə  got'in Əənwi'faundauəselvz 'gouin 
inëə'rən di'rek[n. 


9. Of course, John wanted to stay in the train and go 
home the long way round, but I put my foot down and would 
not hear of it. 

Words carrying sentence stress: course, John, stay, train, 
go, long, round, put, foot, would, hear. _ 

Words with weak forms: of, to, the, and, the, but, and, 
not, (of). $ 

Warning: either the strong or the weak form of of can be 
used in this situation. ) ' 
Arrangement of stress-groups: 9v kors, — 'dzonwontid 
to'stei indo'trein _ ep'gouhoum a'lonwei — 'raund, 
botai'put mai'futdaun en'wudnt 'hierevit ('hierovit). 


10. In the end we got out at Baker Street, and I had to 
console the children by taking them to the waxworks. 


Words carrying sentence stress: end, got, Baker, console. 
children, taking, waxworks. { 
Words with weak forms: the, (we), at, and, to, the, them 
to, the. 1 
Warning: at the beginning of a sentence in may often be 
stressed. Had might also be stressed in this s 
but even when unstressed it is not weakened, b 
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is a main verb, not auxiliary. Out might have been 
stressed instead of got. 


Arrangement of stress-groups: _ indi'end ^ wi'gotaut 
at'beikastri:t, enaihzdteken soul da'tfildran 
bai'teikindam — tada'waekswazks. < 
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Dept. of Extension 


SERVICE, j 
Nome 


be-, de-, pre-, re, se- are pronounced with either 


i or o. 


become 
before 
decide 
deposit 
prefer 
pretend 
remain 
repeat 
select 


bi'kam or 
ЫЬ: or 
di'said or 
di'pozit or 
pri'fa: or 


pri'tend or 
ri'mein or 
грис ол 
si'lekt or 


bo Km 
ba'fo: 
da'said 
da'pozit 
pre'fo: 
pre'tend 
re'mein 
ro!pi:t 
sa'lekt 


€-, em-, en-, ex- are pronounced with i. 


effect 
employ 
enjoy 
enquire 
exist 


i'fekt 
im'ploi 
in'dzoi 
ip'kwaie 
ig'zist 


election i'lekfn 
embankment im'benkmant 
engage ip'geidz 
enclosure ip'klouza 
experience iks'piarians 


pro-, col-, com-, con-, cor-, and Various com- 
binations of su- are pronounced with ә. 


protect prə'tekt 

pronounce prə'nauns 

collapse ka'leps 

collision ka'lign 

compare kom'pse 
F 


provision 
prohibit 
collection 
commercial 
communion 
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Pre'vizn 
Pro'hibit 
kə'lekfn 
ke'ma:fl 
kə'mju:njən 


COLLOQUIAL ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION 


combined kəm'baind connect ke'nekt 
continue ^ ken'tinju: conclude kan'klu:d 
correct ke'rekt corrupt ka'rapt 
submit sab! mit succeed sok'si:d 
sufficient se'fifnt suggest so'dzest 
suppose sə'pouz surprise so'praiz 
surround  se'raund suspicion sas'pifn 


UNSTRESSED ENDINGS 


-s (Plural of nouns, possessive case of nouns, and 3rd 
person singular present tense of verbs.) 
(i) Pronounced iz after any of the following sounds: 

5 f) 5 ef dz. 


place places pleis 'pleisiz 
Cross crosses kros 'krosiz 
circus circuses 'sə:kəs 'sə:kəsiz 
Alice Alice's 'ælis 'ælisiz 
rose roses rouz ‚  'rouziz 
please pleases pli:z 'pli:ziz 
James James’s dseimz 'dzeimziz 
flourish flourishes 'flarif 'flarifiz 
garage garages 'gæra13 'gera:3iz 
fetch fetches fetf 'fetfiz 
manage manages 'menids 'mænid3iz 
carriage carriages ‘kæridz 'kærid3iz 
George George's d32:d3 'd32:d3iz 


(ii) Pronounced z aft 
(except z 3 dz) 
employ employs 


ег a vowel ог a voiced consonant 


y im'pləi im'ploiz 
country countries ME: 'kantriz 
know knows n 

a ou nouz 
reader readers 'rirda 'ri:dəz 
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prefer prefers pri'fə: Pri'fə:z 
colour colours 'kala Ka 
name names neim neut 
John John's don d3>nz 
wave waves weiv weivz 
tell tells tel telz 
David David's 'deivid 'deividz 


(iii) Pronounced s after a voiceless consonant (except 


s f tf) 


cat cats kæt kæts 
take takes teik teiks 
laugh laughs la:f la:fs 
Edith Edith's "1:919 "1:65 


-ed (Past form of verbs.) 
(i) Pronounced id after t and d. 


state stated steit 'steitid 
present presented pri'zent pri'zentid 
sound sounded saund 'saundid 
fit fitted fit 'fitid 

nod nodded nod 'nadid 


(ii) Pronounced d after a vowel or voiced consonant 
(except d). 


employ employed im'ploi im'ploid 
marry married ‘meri 'mærid 
try tried trai traid 
wonder wondered ‘wanda 'wAndad 
murmur murmured me: me moe: med 
prefer preferred pri fe: pri ford 
insure insured in ſus in'fuad 
name named neim neimd 
breathe breathed bri:à brizaq 
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beg begged beg begd | 
rob robbed rob robd 
judge judged d3adz dzAdzd 
(iii) Pronounced t after a voiceless consonant (except t). 
laugh laughed la:f la:ft 
stop stopped stop stopt 
march marched ma:tf maꝛtſt 
look looked luk lukt 
dress dressed dres drest 
(iv) The following have two forms: 

Past Tense and 
Participle Adjective 
learned le:nd 'lo:nid 
blessed blest 'blesid 
cursed kə:st 'kə:sid 
crooked krukt 'krukid 
ragged rægd 'rægid 
Jagged згра 'dsegid 
dogged dəgd 'dəgid | 
aged eidzd 'eidzid 
N.B.: naked  'neikid 
wicked — 'wikid 
-er ә 
father !fa:ða whether "едә 
better 'betə worker Werks 
Wanderer Wonders doer ‘dura 
› -аг ә 
circular 'sə:kjulə popular 'pəpjulə 
d fuga scholar 'skolo 
n ‘laia vinegar 'vinige | 


„= 6) 


murmur 


conductor 
Surveyor 
senior 
error 


behaviour 
humour 
harbour 


theatre 
centre 
metre 
fibre 
meagre 
mitre 


standard 

cupboard 
awkward 

upward 


vocabulary 
honorary 
January 


APPENDIX 


-ur ә 
!mə:mə sulphur 'salfa 
-ог ә 
ken'dakto author 15:83 
sa:'veio orator rata 
'si:niə prior 'praiə 
'ero motor mouts 
-our ә 
bi'heivjə endeavour in'devə 
'hju:mə honour ‘ona 
'ha:bə colour Ale 
-ге ә 
"Өїәсә reconnoitre геКә'поісә 
'sentə manoeuvre mə'nu:və 
'mi:tə mediocre mi:di'oukə 
'faibə calibre 'kælibə 
'mi:ge massacre. mæseke 
'maite litre lizts 
-ard əd 
Istændəd hazard 'hæzəd 
!'kabad steward 'stjuod 
!5:kwed forward ‘forwod 
'Apwod orchard, 'o:tfod 
N.B.: placard — 'pleka:d 
-ary ori 
va'kebjulari library 'laibrəri 
'onereri primary 'Praiməri 
'dzænjuəri contrary 'kəntrəri 
N. B.: ordinary 'ə:dnri 
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-ory eri 
territory — 'teritori memory 'memeri 
introductory intra'daktari ivory 'aiveri 
history 'histeri victory vikteri 


N. B.: in some words the ә is often elided, as 
in 'histri, 'viktri, etc. 


-om әт 

custom 'kastam bottom 'botam 

atom "бәт venom venem 

kingdom 'kipdem freedom 'frixdem 
-um әт 

maximum mæksimem museum mju: zi: em 

stadium 'steidiom vacuum 'vækjuam 
-am əm 

madam 'medom bantam 'bæntəm 


Birmingham 'bə:minəm amalgam ə'mælgəm 


N.B:: diagram daisgræm 
telegram teligræm 


-em әт 
system 'sistəm problem problem 
theorem 'Biaram totem 'toutəm 


N.B.: poem 'pouim 
-some som 


tir Я 
some ttaissem handsome 'hænsəm 


n 200 in many unstressed endings where there is an 
dr b ип, the weak vowel of the last syllable may 

dins P making the п or 1 syllabic, This leads to 
endings o T 


f ty 1 In 
pe tn sn snt fn zn tl dl fl nl, etc., 
S O b ehe ЫДЫ 
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been indicated in those words where it is commonly 
practised. Notice also that many of the endings in 
-al, -el, -il, -ol resemble -/e in pronunciation. 


Examples of homophones: 


principal principle !prinsipl 
gambol gamble 'gaembl 
medal meddle 'medl 
idol idle 'aidl 
counsel council 'kaunsl 
navel naval 'neivl 
-ain ən 
in 
Britain 'britn villain “әп 
Certain 'sə:tn curtain 'kə:tn 
mountain 'mauntin captain 'keptin 
fountain 'fauntin bargain ‘bargin 
-en an 
5 in 
zen 'sitizn oxygen 'ksid3n 
en i'levn garden 'ga:dn 
fasten 'fa:sn eaten 'iztn 
Spoken 'spoukən taken 'teikon 
specimen 'spesimin women 'wimin 
kitchen 'kitfin chicken 'tfikin 
N. B.: omen oumen 
-on on 
common omen lemon lemon 
reason 'rizzn Avon 'eivn 
button 'bntn pardon 'pa:dn 
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mention 
reception 


question 


division 


pension 
mission 


cardigan 
Roman 
organ 


musician 
Venetian 


husband 
errand 


merchant 
vacant 


balance 
radiance 


-tion fən 
'menfn tradition — tre'difn 
ri'sep[n desertion di'zə:[n 
-stion st[on 
!'kwestfn suggestion sə'dzestfn 


-sion (after a vowel letter) sən 


di'vizn occasion ә'Кеізп 
-sion (after a consonant letter) [әп 
'penfn version 'үә:[п 
'mifn expression  iks'pren 
-an ən 
'ka:digen European  juere'pi:en 
roumen veteran 'vetərən 
‘organ urban or ben 
-cian fan 
-tian 
mju:'zifn physician _ fi'zifn 
vi'ni:fn Egyptian _ i'dzipfn 
-and end 
'hazbend thousand 'Oauznd 
"егәпа island 'ailond 
-ant ant 
'me:t[nt inhabitant in'hebitnt 
'veikont brilliant 'briljənt 
-ance əns 
'baelons circumstance'so:kemstons 
'reidions substance 'sabstəns 


76 


APPENDIX 


-ent غ30‎ 
ent 
element ‘elimant innocent 'inasant 
present preznt different 'difrent 
patient 'peifnt sufficient sə'fifnt 
Å experiment iks'periment experiment iks'periment 
(zoun) (verb) 
comment 'koment portent 'po:tent 
ferment 'farment torment ‘torment 
(noun) (noun) 
-ence ans 
Presence !'prezns licence 'laisns 
influence 'influəns conference  'konferens 
-ol əl 
Symbol 'simbl pistol 'pistl 
Petrol: 'petrəl carol 'kærəl 


N.B.: alcohol 'ælkəhə! 
protocol 'proutekol 


-el əl 

channel 'tfænl enamel i'næml 

travel 'trævl model 'mədl 

Yowel 'vauəl cruel 'kruəl 

Jewel 'dsuəl gospel 'gospəl 
] -il ә! 

Арш 'eiprel devil devi 

pupil 'pjuzpl pencil 'pensl 


N.B.: tranquil 'trægkwil 
anvil 'ænvil 
vigil —'vidsil 
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verbal 
legal 
trivial 
journal 
annual 


official 
initial 


beautiful 
mouthful 


trespass 
Compass 


goddess 
duchess 


helpless 
useless 
restless 


uselessness 
foolishness 
greediness 


-al al 
"уә:Ы animal 
‘lizgl aerial 
‘trivial cordial 
'dza:nl medical 
‘enjual equal 
N. B.: usual 'ju:sl 
actual 'æktfuəl 
-cial fel 
-tial 
ə'fifl racial 
i'nifl partial 
-ful ful 
'bju:tifl awful 
'mauðful useful 
-ass os 
'trespas embarrass 
'kampos harass 
-ess is 
'godis authoress 
datſis lioness 
-less lis 
'helplis wireless 
'ju:slis colourless 
'restlis priceless 
-ness nis 
'ju:slisnis goodness 
'fu:lifnis witness 
'gri:dinis illness 
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nim! 
‘earial 
'kordial 
'medikl 
‘izkwal 


'reifl 
!pa: fI 


!5:fl 
'ju:sfl 


im'bæras 
'hærəs 


'ə:8əris 
'|aiənis 


'waiəlis 
'kAlelis 
!praislis 


'gudnis 
'witnis 
'ilnis 


APPENDIX 


-ace is 
terrace 'teris surface 'sə:fis 
menace 'menis palace 'pælis 
-age 145 
а:5 
patronage  'pætrənidz luggage 'lagids 
cottage 'kotidz courage 'karids 
1mage 'imidz sausage 1555103 
espionage 'еѕріәпа:5 garage 'gæra:3 
camouflage 'keməfla:s massage 'mæsa:3 
N.B.: marriage 'merids 
carriage 'kærid3 
-ate ət, it 
immediate i'mi:diət adequate 'edikwət 
passionate 'pæfənət delicate 'delikət 
chocolate 'tfəklət climate 'klaimət 
eit (verbs) 
penetrate — 'penitreit operate 'opereit 
inoculate — i'nokjuleit circulate 'sə:kjuleit 
Compare the following: 
verb noun or adjective 
separate 'seporeit 'separat 
duplicate !dju:plikeit !dju:pliket 
associate a'soufieit a'soufiat 
moderate modarait 'maderet 
-ot ot 
ballot !belot pilot 'pailət 
riot 'raiat idiot ‘idiat 
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interpret 
ticket 
couplet 
Prophet 


favourite 
composite 
definite 
satellite 
plebiscite 
Jacobite 


practice 
prejudice 
accomplice 


promise 
premise 
(noun) 


enterprise 
Compromise 


-et it 
in'te:prit cabinet 'kæbinit 
'tikit budget "Блазіс 
'kaplit poet pouit 
profit Hamlet 'hæmlit 
N. B.: ballet 'bælei 
buffet 'bufei 
quiet 'kwaiat 
diet daist 
-ite it 
ait 
'feiverit hypocrite — 'hipekrit 
'kompezit opposite 'opezit 
'definit exquisite 'ekskwizit 
'sætalait dynamite !dainəmait 
'Plebisait parasite 'pærəsait 
'dzækabait finite !fainait 
-ice is 
!preektis service 'sarvis 
pred zudis office fis 
ə'kəmplis Alice 'ælis 
N. B.: sacrifice — 'sækrifais 
-ise is 
promis Practise 'præktis 
'premis treatise trirtis 
aiz (other words) 
'entepraiz exercise 'eksosaiz 
'kómpremaiz ^ advertise 'ædvətaiz 


N.B.: paradise 


'pærədais 
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-ive iv 
conservative kan'sa:vativ motive 
prohibitive pre'hibitiv olive 
effective i'fektiv relative 

-ine in 

ain 
їп 
imagine i'mzdsin engine 
examine ig'zemin genuine 
discipline 'disiplin determine 
feminine 'feminin heroine 
Serpentine 'sə:pəntain feline 
libertine ‘libatain Alpine 
carmine a: main combine 

noun 
submarine 'sabmeri:n ا‎ 
iodine 'aiadi:n Pauline 
N. B.: medicine 'medsn 

-est ist 
n 5 blackest 
row nist honest 

modist forest 
est (nouns) 
mo 'kontest conquest 
daidzest protest 
Á -us əs 
У 'omnibas syllabus 
8 S genus 
so:kes minus 
Chorus "ю:гәѕ focus 


APPENDIX 
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'moutiv 
bliv 
'relativ 


"епазіп 
dzenjuin 
di'te:min 
'herouin 
'fi:lain 
'ælpain 
'kombain 


'yæksi:n 
'porlizn 


'blækist 
'gnist 
!forist 


'konkwest 
prout est 


'silabas 
:а5і:пәѕ 
!таіпәѕ 
'foukos 


COLLOQUIAL ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION 


-ous os 
monotonous ma'notanas tremendous tra'mendas 
generous '4зепәгә$ vigorous 'vigeros 
famous 'feimos hideous 'hidiəs 
glorious 'glə:riəs obvious Bb vies 
serious 'siəriəs rebellious rə'beljəs 
arduous 'a:djuəs conspicuous kən'spikjuəs 
Courteous 'kə:tiəs spontaneous spon'teinias 

-cious fas 

-tious 
Spacious 'speifas malicious mə'lifəs 
conscious —'konfas cautious !ko: fos 
fictitious fik'tifos infectious іп'Ғекјәѕ 

-geous dzos 

-gious 
gorgeous — 'gxtdzos courageous ko'reidzos 
religious rə'lidsəs prodigious prə'didsəs 

-ure jə 
failure feiljs tenure 'tenjo 

N.B.: figure вә 

-ture tfo 
furniture foꝛnitſs literature 'litərətfə 
creature 'kri:tfo future Чүш: [ә 
Moisture 'moistfo mixture 'mikstfo 

-sure зә 

1 j 
В asus ИОК leisure "lego 
reasure 'trezo closure 'klouza 


N.B.: pressure 'prefə 
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enjoyable 
comfortable 
desirable 
changeable 
valuable 


Sensible 
negligible 


domicile 
juvenile 
reptile 
fertile 


journey 
Jockey 
Storey 
Jersey 


tomorrow 
bungalow 
shadow 
elbow 


APPENDIX 


-able abl 
in'dspiəbl payable 
'kamftabl miserable 
di'zaiarabl capable 
'tfeindzabl agreeable 
'veljuabl amiable 

-ible ibl 
'sensibl possible 
'neglidsibl invisible 

-ile ail 
'domisail mobile 
'dzu: vanail docile 
'reptail exile 
'fartail hostile 

-ey i 
'dsə:ni money 
'dzoki honey 
sto: ri alley 
'dsə:zi kidney 

N. B.: survey .'se:vei 

-ow ou 
tə'mərou follow 
'bangəlou narrow 
'fædou yellow 
'elbou widow 
N.B.: somehow 'samhau 

eyebrow _ 'aibrau 
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‘peiabl 

'mizrobl 
'keipobl 
a'griabl 
'eimjobl 


!posibl 
in'vizibl 


'moubail 
'dousail 
'eksail 
!'hostail 


mani 
'hani 
'æli 
'kidni 


'folou 
'nærou 
'jelou 
'widou 
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